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Ophthalmic Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery 
Thai Do, MD 
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Tasha J. Schellenberg, OD 
Laura A. Kahn, OD

Optical Services
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OKLAHOMA CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL  
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1200 N. Children's Ave., Suite 8-A, Oklahoma City, OK 73104 
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Pediatric Ophthalmology/Strabismus 
Nathan W. A. Liles, MD, MPH**  
Maria E. Lim, MD**  
R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA 
Tammy L. Yanovitch, MD, MHSc

Kristin A. Anderson, CO (Orthoptist) 
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Optical Services
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Layne E. Goetzinger, MD*
Carolyn E. Kloek, MD, MBA 
Andrew T. Melson, MD*
Deana S. Watts, MD
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405.271.6084  800.787.9012 
Rachel M. Caywood, OD, FAAO 
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Kamran M. Riaz, MD* 
Rhea L. Siatkowski, MD* 
Scott A. Vadala, MD*

Glaucoma 
405.271.1093  800.787.9015 
Andrew K. Bailey, MD* 
Ben J. Harvey, MD*  
Gregory L. Skuta, MD

LASIK and Refractive Surgery 
405.271.2500  877.406.4193 
Kamran M. Riaz, MD* 
Scott A. Vadala, MD*
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405.271.1793  800.787.9012 
Rebecca K. Morgan, MD

Neuro-Ophthalmology/Adult Strabismus 
405.271.1091  800.787.9013 
Andrew T. Melson, MD* 
Anil D. Patel, MD, FRCSC, FACS 
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R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA 
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Donnie R. Franklin, BCO, BADO
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Thai Do, MD 
Annie Moreau, MD, FACS  
Jeremy F. Tan, MD 
Kara Williams, PA-C
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Optometry 
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Laura A. Kahn, OD  
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Jessica L. Lucas, OD, FAAO 
Stacie E. Newton, OD
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405.271.1094  800.787.9016 
Nathan W. A. Liles, MD, MPH**   
Maria E. Lim, MD** 
R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA 
Tammy L. Yanovitch, MD, MHSc 

	 Kristin A. Anderson, CO (Orthoptist)  
Laurie A. Hahn-Parrott, CO, COT, MBA 
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Retina/Vitreous 
405.271.1092  800.787.9014 
Miguel Cruz-Pimentel, MD 
Elizabeth A. Fairless, MD*  
Ronald M. Kingsley, MD 
Jila Noori, MD 
Ravi R. Pandit, MD, MPH

Stephenson Refractive Surgery/Laser Center  
405.271.2500  877.406.4193

Trauma/Emergency 
405.271.6060  800.787.9012

Uveitis 
405.271.1092  800.787.9014 
Jila Noori, MD

  *Ophthalmologist Performing Cataract Surgery in Adults
**Ophthalmologist Performing Cataract Surgery in Children
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DEAR FRIENDS,

IT IS A PLEASURE TO WRITE TO YOU FROM 
THE NEW OU HEALTH DEAN MCGEE EYE 
INSTITUTE (DMEI) AS CHAIR OF THE 
NEW DEAN MCGEE DEPARTMENT OF 
OPHTHALMOLOGY AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF OKLAHOMA COLLEGE OF MEDICINE. 
On January 1, DMEI formally became integrated 
with OU Health, and the Department of 
Ophthalmology simultaneously commenced 
a deeper relationship with the OU College of 
Medicine.

So why did we do this? Mergers and acquisitions 
(M&As) have become an increasingly common 
part of our lives. Business experts look for 
synergies that lead to cost savings and additional 
revenue, or ability to increase market share. 
In medicine, this translates to improved 
access to care, and more equitable care, for all 

Oklahomans. Corporate leaders hope for 
new product development and mentoring of 
future leaders. In medicine, this equates to 
breakthroughs in vision research and top-
notch educational experiences for our medical 
students, residents, fellows, and scientists in 
training.     

We can all readily see advantages of the 
M&A process in our daily lives. Disney-Pixar 
resulted in an advanced series of computer-
generated animation that we enjoyed in 
“Wall-e” and “Inside Out.” Disney-21st 
Century Fox developed a huge library of 
wonderful films that can now be enjoyed 
anytime, anywhere you have access to your 
phone or computer, at a reasonable price. 
Amazon-Whole Foods created new markets 
and supply chains so we can enjoy Florida 
grapefruit delivered directly to our homes by 
car (or drone) in the middle of winter. 

R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA

STRONGER 
TO GETHER: 
A New Chapter 
for DMEI and 

OU Health
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But there can be significant challenges in 
M&As as well. Different cultures have to 
integrate, operational systems must change, and 
operational redundancies can result in loss of 
some talented employees. 
If not carefully and 
thoughtfully done, disaster 
can occur. I grew up in a 
small town in Pennsylvania, 
where the railroad was very 
important, and employed 
a substantial proportion 
of the population. The 
Pennsylvania Railroad 
underwent a merger 
with New York Central, 
but when I was in the 
first or second grade, the 
new company went bankrupt. I remember the 
terrible toll it took on the families of my friends 
and classmates. A few decades later, the same 
thing happened when AOL and Time Warner 
merged.

Fortunately, for our merger, both parties 
have the unique advantage of sharing an 
identical mission. DMEI and OU Health are 
both committed to maintaining excellence 
and leadership in patient care, education, 
and medical research. In this first year we are 
working on learning about each organization’s 
culture and operations, and integrating 
them together for the benefit of our ultimate 
stakeholders—our patients. Everything we are 
doing ensures that patients will receive the best, 
cutting-edge medical and surgical care from 
our current providers and the future doctors we 
are training, as well as via the discoveries our 
researchers will make.

Last year, DMEI marked its 50th anniversary. 
(We also applauded ultrasound specialist Jaime 
Rodriguez, who retired after 49.5 years with 
us!)  We were honored to celebrate our first half-

century with many leaders 
from our community, OU 
Health, and the College 
of Medicine, as well as 
Mayor David Holt, the 
Director of the National 
Eye Institute, and even 
Rumble, the OKC Thunder 
mascot. They reminded us 
not only of what we have 
accomplished, but also of 
how much more needs 
to be done in the next 
50 years to address the 

significant issues of visual health in Oklahoma 
and our nation.

So why did we do this? Because with the 
leadership of OU Health and the College of 
Medicine, we can do more, and do it better 
and faster, in order to best serve our fellow 
Oklahomans and the global community.       

R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA  
Edward L. Gaylord Professor and Chair  
David Ross Boyd Professor 
Dean McGee Department of Ophthalmology  
University of Oklahoma College of Medicine

Everything we are doing 
ensures that patients 
will receive the best, 
cutting-edge medical 
and surgical care...
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WE CONGRATULATE DR. REAGAN H. 
BRADFORD JR. FOR HIS 40 YEARS OF 
DEDICATION TO THE PROFESSION OF 
ophthalmology as a highly regarded medical and 
surgical retina specialist who provided surgical 
care not only to adults, but also to children of 
all ages. Capping a remarkable and impactful 
career, Dr. Bradford retired from the now OU 
Health Dean McGee Eye Institute at the end of 
2025.

A native Oklahoman, Dr. Bradford earned his 
undergraduate degree (Phi Beta Kappa) from 
the University of Oklahoma – Norman and 
his medical degree from the OU College of 
Medicine. After an internship at Baptist Medical 
Center in Oklahoma City, he completed his 
residency at DMEI/OU, followed by a surgical 
retinal fellowship at the esteemed Bascom 
Palmer Eye Institute in Miami, Florida.

Since 1985, Dr. Bradford practiced medical 
and surgical retina at DMEI. He was promoted 
to clinical professor of ophthalmology at the 
OU Health Campus in 2004 and served as 
ophthalmology medical staff service chief for 
OU Medical Center from 1998 to 2020. He was a 
faculty advisor to the DMEI Board of Directors 
from 1998 to 2018. Dr. Bradford contributed 
to the education of medical students, 
ophthalmology residents, and retina fellows 
and served on multiple ophthalmology journal 
review panels. 

Dr. Bradford has 
been an active 
member in the 
American Academy 
of Ophthalmology, 
Oklahoma Academy 
of Ophthalmology, 
American Society 
of Retinal Surgeons, 
American Medical 
Association, 
Oklahoma State 
Medical Association, 
and Oklahoma County Medical Society.

He earned the Edward and Thelma Gaylord 
Faculty Honor Award as best faculty educator 
in 1990, has presented more than 30 scientific 
papers and published over 20 articles, 
participated in many seminal clinical trials, and 
was recognized as an AAO Guest of Honor in 
2017, the year in which his wife, Cynthia A. 
Bradford, MD, served as AAO president.

“After a 40-year career in which Dr. Bradford 
helped preserve vision in thousands of patients 
and trained nearly 200 residents and fellows, 
he has more than earned the right to relax and 
enjoy life with Cindy and their beautiful family,” 
said Dr. R. Michael Siatkowski, chair of the Dean 
McGee Department of Ophthalmology. “May 
he be mightily blessed and richly rewarded as he 
enters the next phase of life.” 

Reagan H. Bradford Jr., MD
Clinical Professor 

Dr. Reagan H. Bradford Jr. Retires
F O U R  D E C A D E S  O F  S E R V I C E : 
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KAMRAN M. RIAZ, MD (left), was selected by the University of 
Oklahoma College of Medicine Jerry Vannatta, MD Academy of Teaching 
Scholars as a recipient of the 2025 M. Dewayne Andrews, MD Excellence 
in Teaching Award for Clinical Education (medical residents) during 
the ATS Annual Awards Ceremony in October. As the OU Health Dean 
McGee Eye Institute’s vice chair for clinical research, Thelma Gaylord 
clinical professor, and prolific contributor to the ophthalmic literature, Dr. 
Riaz has been instrumental in elevating both the quality and quantity of 

the Eye Institute and Dean McGee Department of Ophthalmology’s efforts in this regard. Dr. Riaz joins 
a number of other ophthalmology faculty in receiving the prestigious Andrews Excellence in Teaching 
Awards, including Drs. Andrew K. Bailey, Cynthia A. Bradford, Brian K. Firestone, Andrew T. Melson, 
Annie Moreau, and Tammy L. Yanovitch.

ANDREW T. MELSON, MD (third from right), AND 
TAMMY L. YANOVITCH, MD, MHSC (second from 
right), were recognized as ATS Education Research 
Grant recipients during the October event. Dr. Melson 
serves as the OU Health DMEI/OU ophthalmology 
residency program director, and Dr. Yanovitch serves as 
the OU Health DMEI/OU director of medical student 
education. The ATS grant awards are intended to promote 
collaboration and synergy among faculty, to strongly 

encourage educational and research relationships between departments within the college, to foster 
research and scholarship in medical education in particular, and to promote skill acquisition in the area 
of teaching and learning.

Dr. Melson, now the James P. Luton, MD associate professor (please see page 6), was also inducted 
as a new member of ATS in recognition of his exceptional skills as an educator and leader. His ATS 
membership at OU is the result of a rigorous selection process, as he is only the third ophthalmologist 
(R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA, and Tammy L. Yanovitch, MD, MHSc, are the two others) to join this 
prestigious group.

We are extremely grateful for Drs. Riaz, Melson, and Yanovitch and for a Dean McGee Department of 
Ophthalmology filled with outstanding educators.

DMEI’S CO-CHIEF RESIDENT, DEANNA H. DANG, MD (left), received the 
“best poster” honor at the ATS event. She presented: Dang D., Rangu N., Ding 
K., Melson A. “Effect of EyeSketch, A Memory Palace Video Learning Resource 
on Memory Retention Compared to Text-Based Learning in Ophthalmology 
Learners.” 

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA COLLEGE OF MEDICINE  
Jerry Vannatta, MD Academy of Teaching Scholars Awardees

Photo Copyright: University of Oklahoma - Andrew Craig
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Dr. Melson has 
a dual practice 
in both neuro-
ophthalmology 
and comprehensive 
ophthalmology. He 
surgically manages 
adult strabismus, 
optic nerve sheath fenestrations, and cataracts 
(including premium intraocular lens services). 
He is well published in these areas, holds 
national leadership positions in subspecialty 
organizations, and teaches cataract courses for 
residents nationwide.

Dr. Melson has received numerous honors 
and awards for his patient care and teaching. 
He was inducted as a member of the Academy 
of Teaching Scholars in the OU College of 
Medicine in 2025 and also received an ATS 
Education Research Grant (please see page 
5). Other honors include the Dr. and Mrs. 
T.E. Acers Resident Honor Award at DMEI in 
2018, the Annie Moreau Fellowship Teaching 
Award in 2019, the M. Dewayne Andrews, MD 
Excellence in Teaching Award in Graduate 
Medical Education in 2021, and the Edward and 
Thelma Gaylord Faculty Honor Award in 2021 
and 2025. 

Dr. Melson’s wife, Danielle, is a physical therapist 
with INTEGRIS Health. They have two young 
sons, Oliver and Miles. 

THE JAMES P. LUTON, MD ENDOWED 
CHAIR IN OPHTHALMOLOGY WAS 
AWARDED TO DR. ANDREW T. MELSON 
in September. Dr. Luton was a prominent 
Oklahoma City ophthalmologist and member of 
the Dean McGee Eye Institute and Presbyterian 
Health Foundation Boards of Trustees. The 
Luton Endowed Chair was established in his 
honor and memory in the year of his passing in 
1996.

Dr. Melson is an associate professor and has  
served as the residency program director for the 
University of Oklahoma College of Medicine’s 
Dean McGee Department of Ophthalmology 
since 2022. 

A native of the Cincinnati, Ohio, area, Dr. 
Melson earned his undergraduate (summa cum 
laude) and medical (Alpha Omega Alpha Honor 
Medical Society and Gold Humanism Honor 
Society) degrees from Saint Louis University, 
and completed his internship at Methodist 
Hospital in Indianapolis, Indiana. He then 
served as a resident in ophthalmology at DMEI/
OU and was chief resident during the 2017-
2018 academic year. He completed his neuro-
ophthalmology fellowship at DMEI/OU in 2019, 
subsequently joined the Institute/Department 
as a faculty member that summer, and is now an 
associate professor. 

DR. ANDREW T. MELSON 
Awarded James P. Luton, MD Chair

Andrew T. Melson, MD
James P. Luton, MD Associate 

Professor
DMEI/OU Residency Program 

Director
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IN SEPTEMBER, THE STANTON L. YOUNG 
ENDOWED CHAIR IN OPHTHALMOLOGY 
WAS AWARDED TO MICHAEL H. ELLIOTT, 
PHD, FARVO. Dr. Elliott is a Presbyterian 
Health Foundation Presidential Professor and 
professor at the OU Health Dean McGee Eye 
Institute and in OU’s Dean McGee Department 
of Ophthalmology and the Department of 
Physiology. Previously he held the Gregory L. 
Skuta, MD Endowed Chair in Ophthalmology. 
The inaugural recipient of the Stanton L. Young 
Endowed Chair was Daniel J.J. Carr, PhD, who 
retired in 2023.

Stanton L. Young, a highly respected leader in 
the Oklahoma City business community, was 
one of DMEI’s founders. He retired as chair of 
the Oklahoma Eye Foundation in 2011 and as 
a member of the DMEI Board of Directors and 
chair of the DMEI Foundation in 2012.

Dr. Elliott’s research focuses on regulation of the 
blood-retinal barrier and understanding the role 
of membrane organization on the structure and 
function of the eye. 

A Midwestern native, Dr. Elliott earned his 
undergraduate and doctoral degrees from 
the University of Kansas. He then completed 
a postdoctoral fellowship with Dr. Robert E. 
“Gene” Anderson at the OU Health Campus, 
later joined the OU faculty, and rose to the rank 
of associate professor in 2016 and professor 
in 2022. Dr. Elliott is a nationally recognized 
authority and leader in his field of research with 
caveolins and the eye, which has been supported 
by the National Eye Institute, Research to 
Prevent Blindness, BrightFocus Foundation, 
American Diabetes Association, Presbyterian 
Health Foundation, Oklahoma Center for the 
Advancement of Science and Technology, and 
Oklahoma Center for Adult Stem Cell Research.

He has served as chair of the Association for 
Research in Vision and Ophthalmology’s 
Members-in-Training Committee, was 
recognized as an ARVO Silver Fellow in 2018 
and Gold Fellow in 2022, and is a member of 
the Alcon Research Institute. Dr. Elliott finds his 
work in basic science research gratifying because 
it provides a foundation for potential treatments 
in the future. “By understanding biological 
mechanisms that control disease states, we’re 
opening a door,” he said. “The specific molecular 
pathways we’re studying may be targetable 
by therapeutics. It’s exciting research for the 
opportunities it presents for patients.” 

Michael H. Elliott, PhD, FARVO, 
Now Holds Stanton L. Young 
Endowed Chair 

Michael H. Elliott, PhD, FARVO
Professor, Departments of Ophthalmology and Physiology
Stanton L. Young Endowed Chair in Ophthalmology
Presbyterian Health Foundation Presidential Professor
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awarded the DMEI Alumni Professorship. The 
announcement of Dr. Yanovitch’s selection was 
made during grand rounds by Dr. Yanovitch’s 
friend, co-resident, and colleague, Elizabeth R. 
Waller, MD, and was presented by R. Michael 
Siatkowski, MD, MBA, chair of the Dean McGee 
Department of Ophthalmology.

The campaign to endow the DMEI Alumni 
Professorship was announced in June 2021 
and, at the end of calendar year 2025, has 
raised almost $450,000. It is awarded for a two-
year term with earnings from the endowment 
providing financial support for the recipient as he 
or she pursues educational, academic, scholarly, 
and service activities. Recipients will retain the 
title of DMEI Alumni Professor permanently.

The Selection Committee for the DMEI Alumni 
Professorship is chaired by Matthew P. Traynor, 
MD (Resident Alumnus 2008; Glaucoma 
Fellowship Alumnus 2009). Helga Fuenfhausen 
Pizio, MD (Resident Alumna 1996), Denise 
R. Chamblee, MD (Resident Alumna 1992), 
Christina M. Lippe, MD (Resident Alumna 
2018), John A. Robinson, MD (Resident 

IN LATE DECEMBER, TAMMY L. 
YANOVITCH, MD, MHSC, CLINICAL 
PROFESSOR OF OPHTHALMOLOGY 
AND DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL STUDENT 
EDUCATION at the OU Health Dean McGee 
Eye Institute/University of Oklahoma, was 

DMEI Alumni Professorship 
Awarded to Dr. Tammy L. Yanovitch

Dr. Elizabeth R. Waller (back, on screen), Dr. Tammy L. 
Yanovitch (left), and Dr. R. Michael Siatkowski (right), with the 
DMEI Alumni Professorship trophy. 

At the Dean McGee Eye Institute’s 
50th Anniversary Celebration on 
December 4, Dr. Tammy Yanovitch’s 
patient, Kelbee Pritchett (left), and 
her mother, Karlee Coats (right), 
attended as special guests. They were 
showcased in a celebratory video 
montage during the event. 
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Alumnus 1979), Paul S. Tlucek, MD (Resident 
Alumnus 2011), and Elizabeth R. Waller, 
MD (Resident Alumna 2006) all serve on the 
committee as well.

Dr. Yanovitch is a pediatric ophthalmologist 
with special interests in amblyopia, eye muscle 
surgery, double vision, pediatric glaucoma, and 
children with special needs.

She received an M. Dewayne Andrews, MD 
Excellence in Teaching Award in Graduate 
Medical Education in 2019, was elected to 
membership in the OU College of Medicine 
Jerry Vannatta, MD Academy of Teaching 
Scholars in 2021, and received the award 
for outstanding organizational advisor for a 
registered student group on the OU Health 
Campus in 2026 for her tireless efforts with 
the OU College of Medicine Ophthalmology 
Interest Group. 

She also has earned an American Academy of 
Ophthalmology Achievement Award and AAO 
Secretariat Award. In addition, Dr. Yanovitch has 
served on the AAO’s Subspecialty Day Planning 
Committee and as a member of the Item 
Writing Committee for the American Board of 
Ophthalmology. She is an ABO examiner and 

recipient of the ABO’s Goldfeller Award, vice 
president of the Learning Disabilities Committee 
for the American Association for Pediatric 
Ophthalmology and Strabismus, and an editorial 
board member for AAPOS’ scientific journal.

Dr. Yanovitch is a magna cum laude/Phi Beta 
Kappa graduate of the University of Tulsa and 
earned her medical degree (Alpha Omega Alpha 
Honor Medical Society) from the OU College 
of Medicine. She completed her internship 
and ophthalmology residency at DMEI/OU 
(receiving two Acers Resident Honor Awards) 
and her fellowship in pediatric ophthalmology 
and strabismus at Duke University, where she 
also served on the faculty before joining the 
DMEI/OU faculty in 2011.

As part of the presentation ceremony, Dr. 
Gregory L. Skuta, vice chair for faculty 
development and external relations and past 
department chair, commended Dr. Yanovitch’s 
“amazing attributes as a skilled clinician, 
surgeon, clinical researcher, and scientific 
author and especially as a passionate, kind, and 
patient teacher.” He added, “She is an exemplary 
and inspiring figure who, through her selfless 
exceptionalism, is exceedingly well qualified for 
this prestigious professorship.” 

Secretariat Award

• R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA – Chair, Dean McGee Department of Ophthalmology

• Mark A. Terry, MD (Portland, Oregon) – DMEI Cornea Fellow (1984-1985)

Achievement Award

• Jacob W. Brubaker, MD (Sacramento, California) – DMEI Glaucoma Fellow (2012-2013)

2025 AMERICAN ACADEMY OF OPHTHALMOLOGY 
ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
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Eswatini

In late October, resident ophthalmologists and 
faculty members from the OU Health Dean 
McGee Eye Institute traveled to Eswatini in 
southeastern Africa to serve, teach, and learn.

The DMEI team members coordinated their 
efforts with Dr. Jonathan J. Pons at Grace Vision 
and Dr. Joel Alada at Good Shepherd Hospital. 
During the team’s time in Eswatini, Dr. Pons 
hosted a first-ever educational webinar to 30 
viewers, and Dr. Alada hosted Kristy Crutcher, 
APRN, CRNA, from the DMEI team as she 
delivered several lectures to the providers at 
Good Shepherd Hospital to help grow the 
dialogue between the DMEI team, Dr. Pons’ 
team, and Good Shepherd Hospital. Crutcher’s 
time at the hospital as an advanced practice 
registered nurse and certified registered nurse 
anesthetist helped create a bridge with other 
services and added a level of excitement for 
all involved in the sight-saving mission for the 
people of Eswatini. 

The result was a successful increase in skills 
transfer education, with continued optimization 
of corneal transplant outcomes, including the 
addition of scleral contact lens services. These 

special contact lenses can help correct advanced 
cases of astigmatism, including astigmatism 
caused by trauma, surgery, or other eye diseases. 
Scott Samples, FCLSA, NCLE-M, CPOT, a 
DMEI contact lens specialist (please see page 
23), introduced the methods and products 
necessary for scleral lenses. With the help of 
Samples, a cornea patient with keratoconus 
and high astigmatism achieved dramatically 
improved vision with scleral contact lenses. She 
advanced from hand motion vision in the right 
eye and 20/400 vision in the left eye to 20/40 
and 20/20, respectively! This young patient had 
dropped out of school due to her condition 
but has now returned to continue with her 
education. 

Annah P. Fowler, MD, DMEI postgraduate year 
4 (PGY4) ophthalmology resident, identified 
significant glaucoma needs. Scott A. Vadala, 
MD, DMEI cornea and external disease faculty 
and clinical assistant professor, and Jeremy 
F. Tan, MD, DMEI ophthalmic plastic and 
reconstructive surgery faculty, clinical associate 
professor (Tolbert Family Endowed Chair), and 
director of DMEI’s Bradley K. Farris, MD Global 
Eye Care Program, demonstrated several corneal 
and oculoplastic techniques, respectively, to the 
registrars (doctors in training), Dr. Pons, and Dr. 

GLOBAL EYE CARE UPD ATE
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Alada to help expand service-line techniques at 
both Grace Vision and Good Shepherd Hospital. 

A New Outreach in Zambia

A University of Oklahoma Health Campus team 
recently traveled to Lusaka, Zambia, to perform 
surgeries and help build surgical simulation and 
training at the University Teaching Hospital, 
Zambia’s main medical school.

The team included Dr. Jeremy F. Tan; Jessica 
Fazendin, MD, FACS, endocrine surgeon at OU 
Health Stephenson Cancer Center and assistant 
professor of surgery; Michael A. McGrail, 
CHSOS, a simulation specialist from the OU 
College of Medicine’s Clinical Skills Education 
and Testing Center; and Edward A. Fazendin, 
MD, colorectal surgeon at Great Plains Regional 
Medical Center in Elk City, Oklahoma.

Dr. Tan demonstrated eyelid reconstruction 
(traumatic and oncologic), anophthalmic 
(eye socket) reconstruction, orbital cases, 
dacryocystorhinostomy (tear duct surgery) 
cases, and frontalis sling techniques for droopy 
eyelids, and worked alongside the UTH plastic 
surgeon, Dr. Chihena Banda, and oral and 
maxillofacial surgery registrar, Dr. Jones Banda. 

The education continued each morning as Dr. 
Tan also delivered lectures to consultants and 
registrars. 

The work in Lusaka, Zambia, was part of the 
American College of Surgeon’s Health Outreach 
Program for Equity in Global Surgery (ACS 
H.O.P.E.), supporting sustainable surgical care 
worldwide. 

Dr. Jeremy Tan performing surgery in Zambia while a resident 
(back left) and Dr. Fatima Umerji (right) observe.

GLOBAL EYE CARE UPD ATE
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PRESENTERS AT NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS

American Academy of Ophthalmology Annual Meeting
Orlando, Florida
October 2025
• Deanna H. Dang, MD (Co-Chief Resident)
• Ben J. Harvey, MD
• Nathan W. A. Liles, MD, MPH
• Andrew T. Melson, MD
• Kamran M. Riaz, MD
• Jeremy F. Tan, MD
• Tammy L. Yanovitch, MD, MHSc

American Society of Dermatopathology 
62nd Annual Meeting
Baltimore, Maryland
November 2025
• Jeremy F. Tan, MD

American Uveitis Society Fall Meeting
Orlando, Florida 
October 2025
• Jila Noori, MD

Association of University 
Professors of Ophthalmology 
Annual Meeting
San Diego, California
February 2026
• �Deanna H. Dang, MD  

(Co-Chief Resident)

European Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgeons
2025 Annual Symposium and Congress
Copenhagen, Denmark
September 2025
• Kamran M. Riaz, MD

Gordon Research Conference on 
Staphylococcal Diseases
Barcelona, Spain
August 2025
• Michelle C. Callegan, PhD, FARVO

Intraocular Implant and 
Refractive Society of India 
2025 Annual Conference
New Delhi, India
August 2025
• Kamran M. Riaz, MD

Retinal Degeneration Meeting 2025
International Symposia on Retinal Degeneration
Prague, Czech Republic
September 2025
• Ana J. Chucair-Elliott, PhD

World Summit on Eye Infection 
and Inflammation: Saving Vision 
Through Research Conference
Santa Fe, New Mexico
September 2025
• Michelle C. Callegan, PhD, FARVO

12
DMEI InVision   Spring 2026

invisions: faculty & staff



	 +	Ann Acers-Warn, MD, MBA
	*+	Andrew K. Bailey, MD
	*+	John M. Bell, MD
	*+	Victoria A. Bugg, MD
	*+	Thai Do, MD
	*+	Layne E. Goetzinger, MD
	*+	Ben J. Harvey, MD
	*+	Ronald M. Kingsley, MD
	*+	Carolyn E. Kloek, MD, MBA
	*+	Maria E. Lim, MD
	*+	Andrew T. Melson, MD
	*+	Annie Moreau, MD, FACS
	*+	Jila Noori, MD
	 +	Rebecca K. Morgan, MD
	*+	Anil D. Patel, MD, FRCSC, FACS
	*+	Kamran M. Riaz, MD
	*+	R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA
	*+	Rhea L. Siatkowski, MD
	*+	Gregory L. Skuta, MD
	*+	Jeremy F. Tan, MD
	*+	Scott A. Vadala, MD
	*+	Deana S. Watts, MD
	*+	Tammy L. Yanovitch, MD, MHSc
	 *	Top Doctors of the 405 (2026) 
 	 +	Castle Connolly Top Doctors (2026) 
	 *+	Both

23 OU HEALTH DMEI 
OPHTHALMOLOGISTS 
RECOGNIZED AS TOP 
DOCTORS OF THE 
405 AND/OR CASTLE 
CONNOLLY TOP DOCTORS

IT WAS ANNOUNCED IN 
THE PREVIOUS ISSUE  
OF DMEI INVISION  
(issue 31, pages 58-59) that 
Jeremy F. Tan, MD, was 
selected for membership in the 
University of Oklahoma College 
of Medicine’s Gold Humanism 
Honor Society. In October, 
Dr. Tan was recognized at a 
formal induction ceremony along with two other OU 
faculty members, 25 students from the OU College 
of Medicine class of 2026, and six residents/fellows 
from OU’s graduate medical education programs. The 
GHHS Selection Committee, composed of student, 
resident, and faculty GHHS members, made their 
selections based on peer-based nomination letters that 
indicated the nominees’ outstanding commitment to 
compassionate and humanistic care. 

Dr. Tan is an ophthalmic plastic and reconstructive 
surgeon and clinical associate professor at the OU 
Health Dean McGee Eye Institute, holds the Tolbert 
Family Endowed Chair in Ophthalmology, and is 
director of the Bradley K. Farris, MD Global Eye Care 
Program. To learn more about Dr. Tan, please see page 
4 of DMEI InVision, summer/fall 2025, issue 31. 

Jeremy F. Tan, MD, 
Newest OU Health 
DMEI Member of Gold 
Humanism 
Honor 
Society
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Dr. Shaver completed his undergraduate degree 
at Oklahoma State University, his medical degree 
at OU, and his ophthalmology residency at 
Tulane University in New Orleans, Louisiana. He 
later pursued a fellowship in ocular pathology 
at the University of California, San Francisco. 
Dr. Shaver rose to the rank of professor of 
ophthalmology and ophthalmic pathology at 
DMEI/OU. He enjoyed teaching residents and 
seeing his patients, all of whom respected and 
admired him. In his free time, Dr. Shaver was an 
avid golfer.

Dr. Shaver is survived by his wife, Linda, and 
her family. He is also survived by his children 
Steve, Jeffrey (a third-generation graduate of the 
OU College of Medicine and third-generation 
ophthalmologist, a member of the DMEI/
OU residency class of 1992, and former DMEI 
faculty member), Lara, and Jenny, their mother 
Jackie, and his many grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

ROBERT “BOB” 
P. SHAVER, MD, 
PASSED AWAY 
IN OCTOBER 
AT THE AGE 
OF 89. Dr. 
Shaver was a 
funny, charming, 
and incredibly 
intelligent 
comprehensive 
ophthalmologist 
and ophthalmic 
pathologist, and 
the Dean McGee 

Eye Institute and University of Oklahoma 
were blessed to have him on the faculty for 
nearly thirty years (1973 to 2002). “Bob was 
a great doctor and a joy to be around,” said 
R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA, Edward L. 
Gaylord Professor and chair of the Dean McGee 
Department of Ophthalmology.

Remembering a Friend and 
Colleague, Dr. Robert P. Shaver

Robert “Bob” P. Shaver, MD
Professor Emeritus
1935-2025

YOUR VOTE MATTERS! 
If you are an ophthalmologist with a Doximity profile, please plan to submit 
responses to this spring’s 2026 – 2027 survey for Doximity’s “Residency 
Navigator.” Please consider selecting the OU Health Dean McGee Eye 
Institute/University of Oklahoma Health Campus as one of your choices! 
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The top five-ranked hospitals nationally also include #1. Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, #2. Wills Eye Hospital, #3. 
University of Michigan, and #4. Massachusetts Eye and Ear.

CASTLE CONNOLLY
OU HEALTH DEAN MCGEE EYE 
INSTITUTE 2026 ACCOLADES

#5 �Hospital, Ophthalmology Care 
Nationally - Most Castle Connolly Top Doctors in Ophthalmology

#2 �Hospital, Overall (All Specialties) 
Oklahoma - Most Castle Connolly Top Doctors

#1 �Hospital, Ophthalmology Care 
Oklahoma - Most Castle Connolly Top Doctors in Ophthalmology

ANN ACERS-WARN, MD, MBA,
Is a 2026 Journal Record “Health Care Hero”

THE JOURNAL RECORD RECOGNIZED 23 
HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS, including 
the OU Health Dean McGee Eye Institute’s 
Dr. Ann Acers-Warn, for their outstanding 
contributions to Oklahoma’s health and well-
being during its annual “Health Care Heroes” 
awards ceremony on March 26 at the historic 
Skirvin Hilton Oklahoma City hotel. The event 
celebrated individuals who have gone above and 
beyond to make Oklahoma a healthier, safer, and 
happier place to live and work. 

A clinical professor who has practiced 
comprehensive ophthalmology at OU Health 
DMEI’s Lawton satellite clinic since 1994, 
Dr. Acers-Warn has held numerous state 
and national leadership roles, most recently 
serving as chair of the American Board of 
Ophthalmology in 2025. Her many honors 
and awards include the American Academy of 
Ophthalmology’s Senior Achievement Award, 
the Oklahoma Academy of Ophthalmology’s 

Distinguished Service Award, 
and the Distinguished 
Alumni Award from the 
Cameron University Alumni 
Association. 

Dr. Acers-Warn 
and the other 2026 
honorees represent 
a diverse cross-
section of health 
care providers, from frontline workers to 
administrators and educators, who have 
demonstrated exceptional commitment 
to improving health care outcomes across 
the state. She is the third OU Health DMEI 
ophthalmologist to receive this recognition. Drs. 
Stephen R. Fransen and Gregory L. Skuta were 
recipients in 2023 and 2025, respectively.

Dr. Acers-Warn has two adult children and three 
grandchildren. 

Ann Acers-Warn, MD, MBA
Clinical Professor
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NEW APPOINTMENTS TO OU HE ALTH DMEI CLINICAL FACULTY
CHARLES P. BOGIE III, MD, PHD, has returned to the OU Health Dean 
McGee Eye Institute faculty as a comprehensive ophthalmologist with a focus 
on cataract and premium cataract surgey. He has been seeing patients at the OU 
Health DMEI Lawton satellite location since February of this year. 

Dr. Bogie, an Oklahoma native and National Merit Scholar, earned his 
undergraduate (magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa), medical, and graduate (PhD 
in microbiology and immunology) degrees from the University of Oklahoma, 
where he also completed his internship and ophthalmology residency.

He previously served on the DMEI/OU faculty from 2002 to 2011, was 
residency program director from 2008 to 2011, and received the Edward and 

Thelma Gaylord Faculty Honor Award as best faculty teacher in 2004. From 2011 until his return to DMEI/
OU, he practiced in the Oklahoma City/Edmond and Wichita, Kansas, areas.

Outside of medicine, Dr. Bogie enjoys piloting airplanes and is an avid hunter. He has two adult twin sons, 
one in medical school at OU and the other in architecture.

ELIZABETH A. FAIRLESS, MD, joined the OU Health DMEI faculty in 
September as a clinical assistant professor. 

Dr. Fairless was born and raised in Sand Springs, Oklahoma, graduated cum 
laude from Dartmouth College with a major in neuroscience and a minor in 
Native American studies, and earned her medical degree from Yale University. 
After an internship in Spokane, Washington, she returned to Oklahoma to 
complete her residency in ophthalmology at DMEI/OU, where she served as 
chief resident and was inducted as a resident into the Alpha Omega Alpha 
Honor Medical Society. She completed her ophthalmology training with a 
fellowship in medical retina at the University of Utah’s Moran Eye Center in Salt 
Lake City before becoming a member of the DMEI/OU faculty.

Dr. Fairless’ practice focuses on comprehensive ophthalmology, including cataract surgery, and medical 
treatment of vitreoretinal diseases, such as diabetic retinopathy, age-related macular degeneration, retinal 
vascular occlusions, and inherited retinal disease.

As a proud member of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, Dr. Fairless is passionate about addressing health 
disparities facing Native Americans and works with several tribal eye clinics throughout the state. In her 
free time, she enjoys arts and crafts, learning the Chahta (Choctaw) language, do-it-yourself projects, and 
visiting national parks (29 to date).

Elizabeth A. Fairless, MD
Clinical Assistant Professor

Charles P. Bogie III, MD, PhD
Clinical Associate Professor

16
DMEI InVision   Spring 2026

invisions: faculty & staff



NEW APPOINTMENTS TO OU HE ALTH DMEI CLINICAL FACULTY
NATHAN W. A. LILES, MD, MPH, joined the OU Health DMEI faculty in 
September as a pediatric ophthalmologist and clinical assistant professor. Dr. 
Liles, who earned his undergraduate and medical degrees from OU, completed 
his internship at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and pursued 
both his ophthalmology residency and fellowship in pediatric ophthalmology 
and strabismus at the University of Michigan (U of M) in Ann Arbor, where he 
subsequently served on the faculty.  

A native Oklahoman who attended the Deer Creek School System and graduated 
from the Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics, Dr. Liles graduated 
summa cum laude in chemical engineering from OU – Norman and earned both 
his Doctor of Medicine and Master of Public Health degrees at the OU Health 

Campus, graduating with highest honors.

The world-renowned U of M Kellogg Eye Center is consistently ranked among the top eight ophthalmology 
programs in the nation and has a world-class pediatric ophthalmology service. Dr. Liles served on the 
Kellogg Eye Center faculty for five years before returning to Oklahoma to be closer to family.

Dr. Liles has a strong passion for teaching and is excited to continue educating medical students and 
residents at OU Health DMEI, while providing care for children with eye disease and adults with strabismus. 
He teaches adjustable suture surgery at the American Academy of Ophthalmology Annual Meeting and is 
developing a strabismus surgical video library for the education of medical students, residents, and fellows. 
Dr. Liles finds his greatest professional fulfillment in seeing patients achieve straight eyes and confident 
smiles following strabismus surgery.

Outside of medicine, Dr. Liles enjoys three-dimensional printing, resistance training, long-distance running, 
and soccer.  He loves skiing and doing motorsports with his three children, Lilianne (12), Coralee (9), and 
Liam (8). He is fluent in French, conversational in Spanish, and has studied eight additional languages as a 
hobby. His wife, Dr. Amber (Burke) Liles, is an interventional radiologist practicing at INTEGRIS. 

Nathan W. A. Liles, MD, MPH
Clinical Assistant Professor

PHILLIP S. COBURN, PHD, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF RESEARCH 
in the Dean McGee Department of Ophthalmology and Department of 
Microbiology/Immunology, received a prestigious Aesculapian Award 
on April 16 from the first-year medical student class in the University of 
Oklahoma College of Medicine. The award recognizes his outstanding skills 
in organizing and teaching their introductory lectures in microbiology. 
Dr. Coburn is only the second faculty member in the Department of 
Ophthalmology to be honored with an Aesculapian Award, with Dr. 
Kamran M. Riaz being the first in 2022.

Phillip S. Coburn, PhD
Assistant Professor of 

Research 17



   FACULTY & STAFF
AWARDS AND ACTIVITIES
Ann Acers-Warn, MD, MBA
•	 Completed term as chair of the 

American Board of Ophthalmology, 
Dec. 2025.

•	 Published: Bartley G.B., Watkins 
G., Acers-Warn A., Fountain T.R.  “Disciplinary 
Revocation of American Board of Ophthalmology 
Certification: 2005-2024,” Ophthalmology, Sept. 2025.

Martin-Paul Agbaga, PhD
•	 Knights Templar Eye Foundation 

Center for Pediatric Vision Research 
Award,* “Gene Therapy-Mediated 
Rescue of Mutant ELOVL4-Induced 
Retinal Degeneration,” Oct. 2025 – Sept. 2026.
*from an endowment of the DMEI Foundation

Michelle C. Callegan, PhD, 
FARVO
•	 Co-organizer/committee chair: 

World Summit on Eye Infection and 
Inflammation: Saving Vision Through 
Research Conference, Santa Fe, NM, Sept. 2025.

•	 Awarded: National Institutes of Health grant, 
“Cloaking Devices in Bacterial Ocular Infections,” 
Sept. 2025 – Aug. 2027.

•	 Awarded: Presbyterian Health Foundation grant, 
“Enhancing Cellular Analysis in Vision and 
Immunology Research,” Oct. 2025 – Sept. 2026.

•	 Oral presentation: Callegan M.C. “Bacterial 
Endophthalmitis: Novel Targets for Pathogen 
and Host,” World Summit on Eye Infection and 
Inflammation: Saving Vision Through Research 
Conference, Santa Fe, NM, Sept. 2025.

•	 Oral presentation: Longoria-Gonzalez L., Parrott 
A.C., Coburn P.S., Astley R., Adams E., Callegan 
M.C. “Pathogenic Role of Staphylococcus aureus Pore-
Forming Toxins in Bacterial Endophthalmitis,” World 
Summit on Eye Infection and Inflammation: Saving 
Vision Through Research Conference, Santa Fe, NM, 
Sept. 2025.

•	 Poster presentation: Longoria-Gonzalez L., 
Parrott A.C., Coburn P.S., Astley R., Adams E., 
Callegan M.C. “Pore-Forming Toxins Contribute 
to the Pathogenesis of Staphylococcus aureus 
Endophthalmitis,” Gordon Research Conference on 
Staphylococcal Diseases, Barcelona, Spain, Aug. 2025.

•	 Published: Callegan M.C., Mursalin M.H., Longoria-
Gonzalez L., Astley R., Coburn P.S. “Impact of Innate 
Immune Factors on the Persistence of Staphylococcus 
aureus in the Ocular Environment,” Experimental Eye 
Research, Oct. 2025.

Ana J. Chucair-Elliott, PhD
•	 Knights Templar Eye Foundation 

Center for Pediatric Vision Research 
Award,* “Endothelial Cell-Specific 
Translatomic and Epigenomic 
Contributions to Retinopathy of Prematurity,” Oct. 
2025 – Sept. 2026.
*from an endowment of the DMEI Foundation

•	 Poster presentation: Chucair-Elliott A.J., Ocanas S., 
Pham K., Stanford D., Freeman W.M. “Cell-Specific  
Translatomic Studies to Profile Retinal Microglia 
with Aging,” XXI International Symposium of Retinal 
Degeneration, Prague, Czech Republic, Sept. 2025. 

Miguel Cruz-Pimentel, MD
•	 Oral presentation: “In Vivo 

Assessment of Peripheral Vitreous 
with Ultra-Widefield Swept-Source 
Optical Coherence Tomography in 
Rhegmatogenous Retinal Detachment,” The Retina 
Society 58th Annual Scientific Meeting, Chicago, IL, 
Sept. 2025.

Ben J. Harvey, MD
•	 Panelist: “Welcome to the Real World 

of Ophthalmology: Reality 101 for 
Residents and Fellows,” American 
Academy of Ophthalmology Annual 
Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025. 
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   FACULTY & STAFF
AWARDS AND ACTIVITIES

Nathan W. A. Liles, MD, MPH
•	 Skills transfer lab: “Adjustable Sutures 

for Strabismus Surgery,” American 
Academy of Ophthalmology Annual 
Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025.

Maria E. Lim, MD
•	 Published: Nguyen S., Brownlee B., 

Holland C.E., Lim M.E. “Magnetic 
Removal of Fragmented Crawford 
Hook During Nasolacrimal Duct 
Probing,” Journal of the American Association for 
Pediatric Ophthalmology and Strabismus, Aug. 2025. 

Andrew T. Melson, MD
•	 Awarded James P. Luton, MD Endowed 

Chair in Ophthalmology, Sept. 2025 
(please see page 6).

•	 Inducted into University of Oklahoma  
Jerry Vannatta, MD Academy of Teaching Scholars, 
OU Health Campus, Oct. 2025 (please see page 5).

•	 Academy of Teaching Scholars Education Research 
Grant recipient, OU Health Campus, Oct. 2025 
(please see page 5).

•	 Invited lecture: “Hot Topics in Neuro-
Ophthalmology” and “Big Red Flags,” Nebraska 
Academy of Eye Physicians and Surgeons, 2025 Fall 
Meeting, Omaha, NE, Sept. 2025.

•	 Surgical educator: Association of University 
Professors of Ophthalmology (AUPO) Surgical 
Curriculum for Ophthalmology Residents (SCOR) 
Program, American Academy of Ophthalmology 
(AAO) Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025. 

•	 Course instructor: “The Swollen Optic Nerve: A Basic 
Guide to Evaluation and Management,” AAO Annual 
Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025.

•	 Course instructor: “Transforming Eye Care: Where 
Are AI Agents and Smartphones Taking Us?,” AAO 
Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025.

•	 Panelist and platform lecture: “Exploring Ophthalmic 
Subspecialties,” VISION Mentoring: Eyes on Success 
Meeting, AAO Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 
2025. 

•	 Panelist: “Love at First Sight: The Ophthalmology 
Subspecialty Dating Game,” AAO Annual Meeting, 
Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025. 

•	 Poster presentation: Melson A., Dang D.H. “Effect 
of EyeSketch, a Memory Palace Video Learning 
Resource, on Memory Retention Compared to Text-
Based Learning Among Ophthalmology Learners,” 
AAO Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025.

•	 Published: Patterson C., Melson A.T. “The Right 
to Sight: A Call for Ophthalmic Care Standards 
in Carceral and Detention Centre Settings,” Eye 
(London), Nov. 2025. 

Jila Noori, MD
•	 Oral presentation: Noori J., Harrigill M., 

Nguyen M. “Diagnosis and Monitoring 
of Retinal Vasculitis by Widefield Swept 
Source OCT Angiography,” Fall Meeting 
of American Uveitis Society, Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025.

•	 Published: Harrigill M., Nguyen M., Noori J. 
“Diagnosis and Monitoring of Retinal Vasculitis 
by Widefield Swept Source OCT Angiography,” 
Diagnostics, Dec. 2025.

Raju V.S. Rajala. PhD
•	 Knights Templar Eye Foundation 

Center for Pediatric Vision Research 
Award,* “PKM2 Gene Therapy for 
Testing RPE65-Related Childhood 
Blindness,” Oct. 2025 – Sept. 2026.
*from an endowment of the DMEI Foundation

Kamran M. Riaz, MD
•	 Received M. Dewayne Andrews, MD, 

Excellence in Teaching Award in 
Clinical Education (medical students), 
University of Oklahoma (OU) Health 
Campus, Oct. 2025 (please see page 5). 19
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   FACULTY & STAFF
AWARDS AND ACTIVITIES
•	 Visiting professor: “Emerging Treatments for Corneal 

Neovascularization,” Grand Rounds, University of 
West Virginia, Morgantown, WV, Aug. 2025.

•	 Visiting professor: “What’s on the Menu: An Overview 
of Currently Available Advanced Technology 
Intraocular Lenses in the United States,” Resident 
Lecture, University of West Virginia, Morgantown, 
WV, Aug. 2025.

•	 Invited lecturer: “Reconstructing the Iris: From 
Simple to Complex” and “Conquering Biometry 
Measurement Errors and Formula Foibles,” European 
Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgeons 2025 
Annual Symposium and Congress, Copenhagen, 
Denmark, Sept. 2025.                                                    

•	 Invited lecturer: “Building Competence in Complex 
Cataract Surgery,” “Panel Discussion: Interactive 
Videos of Trainees Misadventures,” “Panel 
Discussion: Managing the Struggling Surgical 
Learner,” MENTOR Summit Talks and Panel 
Sessions, Miami, FL, Oct. 2025.                                                  

•	 Invited lecturer: “Refractive Lens Exchange in 
Younger Patients (<40) With Extreme Refractive 
Errors: Pro,” Refractive Day, American Academy of 
Ophthalmology (AAO) Annual Meeting, Orlando, 
FL, Oct. 2025.                      

•	 Invited lecturer: “Ophthalmic Premier League: 
Symposium on Cataract Complications: Toric IOL 
(Mis)Adventures,” Symposium Session, AAO Annual 
Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025.                     

•	 Invited lecturer: “Leveling Up in Cataract Surgery 
2025,” American Society of Cataract and Refractive 
Surgery (ASCRS) Live Meeting, Dallas, TX, Nov. 
2025.

•	 Oral presentation: Multani K., Kingrey B., Riaz 
K.M. “Management of Uveitis, Glaucoma, Hyphema 
(UGH) Syndrome Secondary to Soemmering Ring 
Extraction, IOL Exchange, and Scleral-Fixated IOL,” 
AAO ONE Network, July 2025.

•	 Oral presentation: “Triple Reconstruction: Corneal 
Transplant, Iris Prosthesis, and Scleral-Fixated IOL 
in a Complex Ocular Trauma Case,” Best Teaching 
Video Honorable Mention, Intraocular Implant and 
Refractive Society of India Meeting, Chennai, India, 
Aug. 2025. 

•	 Oral presentation: Rangu N., Mimouni M., Ouano 
D.P., Riaz K.M. “Clinical Outcomes of Mitomycin 
Intravascular Chemoembolization: One-Year 
Results,” Best Paper Award, AAO Annual Meeting, 
Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025.

•	 Oral presentation: Multani K., Riaz K.M. “Primary 
Graft Failure in Preloaded vs. Surgeon-Loaded 
DSAEK: A Clinical and Ex Vivo Correlation Study,” 
AAO Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025. 

•	 Oral presentation: “AAO 2025 Insights: Aphakia and 
High Astigmatism – Managing Scleral-Fixated Toric 
IOL Complications,” Vumedi, Nov. 2025.

•	 Course director: “Corneal Topography – What 
Cataract Surgeons Need to Know,” “IOL Calculations 
in 10 Types of Atypical Eyes,” and “Exploring the 
Limits with SS-OCT and OLCR Biometry Devices,” 
AAO Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025.

•	 Course instructor: “Not Your Parents’ Yamane: 
Advancements for the Seasoned Surgeon” and 
“Conquering Corneal Neovascularization: Old and 
New Strategies,” AAO Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, 
Oct. 2025.

•	 Skills transfer labs: “No Capsule, No Problem: 
Intrascleral Haptic Fixation,” “Artificial Iris Prosthesis 
Lab,” and “Microsurgical Suturing Techniques,” AAO 
Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025.

•	 Poster presentation: Rangu N., Wendelstein J.A., 
Langenbucher A., Riaz K.M. “Toric IOL Calculation: 
Comparison of Modern Formulas,” AAO Annual 
Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025.

•	 Poster presentation: Moore K., Ruiz N., Cosgrove C., 
Hardesty M., Tromp M., Breuer S., Wade K., Wang 
P.H., Lewin S.N., Riaz K.M., Carceller-Guillamet 
A., Jain S., Ayuk S.M., Lytle G. “Ocular Safety of 
Mirvetuximab Soravtansine-gynx: Final Analysis 
From the Phase 3 MIRASOL (GOG 3045/ENGOT-
ov55) Trial,” AAO Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 
2025.

•	 Published: Redden L.D., Lakosha H., Riaz K.M. 
“Successful Treatment of Bilateral Familial Iris 
Flocculi Associated with Aortic Valve Abnormalities,” 
American Journal of Ophthalmology Case Reports, 
July 2025.
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•	 Published: Riaz K.M., Multani K.S., Redden L.D., 
Mian O., Szkarlat M., Ding K., Ludwig J., Sawant O., 
Mian S.I. “Primary Graft Failure in Preloaded Versus 
Surgeon Prepared DSAEK: A Clinical and Ex Vivo 
Correlation Study,” Journal of Cataract and Refractive 
Surgery, Sept. 2025, Epub ahead of print.

•	 Published: Cooke D.L., Multani K.S., Wendelstein 
J.A., Riaz K.M. “Refractive Outcomes Using 
Simulated Keratometry Versus Keratometry 
From an Optical Biometer,” American Journal of 
Ophthalmology, Sept. 2025, Epub ahead of print.  

•	 Published: Suraneni S., Bleeker A.R., Anter A.M., 
Leal S., Murphy D.A., Riaz K.M., Cooke D.L., Tonk 
R.S. “Intraocular Lens Power Calculations in Post-
Hyperopic Laser Vision Correction Eyes: Comparing 
Legacy and New No-History Formulas,” American 
Journal of Ophthalmology, Sept. 2025, Epub ahead of 
print. 

•	 Published: Wendelstein J.A., Vallotton K., Ziörjen A., 
Müller M., Riaz K.M., Pantanelli S.M., Langenbucher 
A., Seiler T.G. “Reading Speed and Visual Acuity in 
Photopic and Mesopic Conditions After Bilateral 
Implantation of Diffractive Multifocal Intraocular 
Lenses,” American Journal of Ophthalmology, Sept. 
2025, Epub ahead of print. 

•	 Published: Wendelstein J.A., Grendele A., 
Langenbucher A., Galzignato A., Praefke-Coutinho 
C., Pantanelli S.P., Riaz K.M., Savini G. “Normative 
Values on Stromal Curvature and Corneal-Stromal 
Curvature Ratios From a Hybrid AS-OC,” Clinical 
and Experimental Ophthalmology, Sept.- Oct. 2025. 

•	 Published: Langenbucher A., Hoffman P., Cayless 
A., Szentmary N., Riaz K.M., Gatinel D., Findl O., 
Pantanelli S.P., Yeo T.K., Savini G., Wendelstein 
J.A. “Predictive Correction Model for Corneal 
Back Surface Astigmatism with IOLMaster700 
Keratometry Data in a Cataractous Population,” 
Clinical and Experimental Ophthalmology, Oct. 2025, 
Epub ahead of print. 

•	 Published: Hinterberger S., Artmayr C., Multani K., 
Riaz K.M., Pantanelli S.M., Kaiser K.P., Langenbucher 
A., Bolz M., Wendelstein J.A. “Real-World Visual 
and Refractive Results of Two Different Presbyopia 

Correcting Intraocular Lenses,” Journal of Clinical 
Medicine, Nov. 2025.

•	 Published: Redden L.D., Hoang D., Rangu N., 
Murphy D.A., Ding K., Wendelstein J.A., Riaz K.M. 
“Refractive, Visual, and Safety Outcomes of Three 
Surgical Techniques for Aphakia Correction,” Journal 
of Cataract and Refractive Surgery, Nov. 2025.

R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA
•	 Knights Templar Eye Foundation 

Center for Pediatric Vision Research 
Award,* “The Role of Inflammation 
and Anti-Inflammatory Agents in 
Myopia Progression,” Oct. 2025 – Sept. 2026.
*from an endowment of the DMEI Foundation

•	 Published: Siatkowski R.M. “Dean McGee Eye 
Institute Celebrates 50 Years of Visionary Endeavors,” 
The Journal Record, Aug. 2025. 

•	 Published: Siatkowski R.M. “How Do We Fix This 
Mess?,” Journal of American Association for Pediatric 
Ophthalmology and Strabismus, Sept. 2025.

•	 Published: Siatkowski R.M., Morse C.L., Gold 
R.S., Li C., Peng X., Lum F. “Major Complications 
Following Strabismus Surgery: Nine-Year Data from 
the IRIS® (Intelligent Research in Sight) Registry,” 
Ophthalmology, Nov. 2025, Epub ahead of print. 

•	 Published: Khan M.J., Ali M., Ahmed S., Khan 
M.M.H., Green L.K., Lorch A., Winokur J., Pettey 
J.H., Siatkowski R.M., Woreta F. “Effect of Interview 
Cap on Ophthalmology Residency Match: A San 
Francisco Match Analysis, Journal of Surgical 
Education, Nov. 2025.  

•	 Published: Chatmethakul T., Siatkowski R.M., Milam 
J., Ciambrone L., Makkar A. “Impact of Telemedicine 
on Retinopathy of Prematurity Screening at a 
Level II Neonatal Intensive Care Unit in Southwest 
Oklahoma: A 6-Year Experience,” Telemedicine 
Journal and E- Health, Nov. 2025, Epub ahead of 
print.

•	 Published: Siatkowski R.M., Stevenson S. “Q&A: As 
DMEI Turns 50, R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA, 
Looks to the Future,” Commentary, Ophthalmology 
Times, Dec. 2025.
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Gregory L. Skuta, MD
•	 Guest of Honor of President 

Christopher J. Rapuano (please see 
pages 32-33), American Academy of 
Ophthalmology Annual Meeting, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, October 2026. 

•	 Named lecturer/invited speaker: “Practical Insights 
from Major Glaucoma Clinical Trials (David L. 
Epstein, MD Lecture), “Trends and Advances in 
Glaucoma Care: A Career Perspective,” and “Lessons 
Learned from Glaucoma Malpractice Claims,” 
Snowmass Retina and Eye Conference, Snowmass 
Villlage, CO, March 2026.

•	 Published: Siegfried C.J., Skuta G.L., “American 
Glaucoma Society 40th Anniversary,” Ophthalmology 
Glaucoma, Sept./Oct. 2025. 

•	 Published: Siegfried C.J., Skuta G.L., “American 
Glaucoma Society 40th Anniversary: A Lens on Our 
Progress and the Future,” Ophthalmology Glaucoma, 
Sept./Oct. 2025. 

•	 Guest editor: Gedde S.J., Siegfried C.J., Skuta G.L., 
“American Glaucoma Society 40th Anniversary 
Special Issue,” Ophthalmology Glaucoma, Sept./Oct. 
(supplement) 2025.

•	 Podcast participant: Schehlein E.M., Gedde S.J., 
Siegfried C.J., Skuta G.L., “American Glaucoma 
Society 40th Anniversary,” Ophthalmology Journal, 
Podcast, American Academy of Ophthalmology, Feb. 
2026.

Jeremy F. Tan, MD
•	 Poster Defense and Mentorship Award: 

Patterson C., Tan J.F., Firestone B., 
McBride J.D., Asadbeigi S.N. “The 
Melanoma Mimicker: Diagnostic 
Challenges in Epithelioid Variant 
of Malignant Peripheral Nerve Sheath Tumor,” 
American Society of Dermatopathology 62nd Annual 
Meeting, Baltimore, MD, Nov. 2025.

•	 Oral presentation: “Missing Tissue Is the Issue: 
Consideration in Orbital Reconstruction” and “Don’t 
Cry: Evaluation and Management of the Lacrimal 
Outflow System,” University Teaching Hospital, 
Lusaka, Zambia, Oct. 2025.

•	 Skills transfer lab: “Advanced Periorbital Flap 
and Graft Techniques,” American Academy of 
Ophthalmology Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, Oct. 
2025.

Tammy L. Yanovitch, MD, MHSc
•	 Awarded DMEI Alumni Professorship, 

Dec. 2025 (please see pages 8-9).
•	 Academy of Teaching Scholars 

Education Research Grant recipient, 
University of Oklahoma Health Campus, Oct. 2025 
(please see page 5).

•	 Oral presentation: “Dyslexia Demystified: Evidence-
Based Insights for Ophthalmologists,” American 
Academy of Ophthalmology Annual Meeting, 
Orlando, FL, Oct. 2025.

Jaime Rodriguez (left), pictured with his wife Ruth 
during the December 4 anniversary celebration, 
joined the Dean McGee Eye Institute in June 
1976—just six months after the institute’s 
dedication in December 1975. In December 
2025, Jaime retired from his role as an ultrasound 
technician, concluding nearly 50 years of 
dedicated service to DMEI!
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IN LATE DECEMBER, THE CONTACT 
LENS INSTITUTE ANNOUNCED ITS 2025 
CULTURE AWARD HONOREES, which 
included practitioners who demonstrate the 
principles upheld by the CLI and are reflected in 
the association’s report, See Tomorrow. The OU 
Health Dean McGee Eye Institute’s Scott Samples 
was recognized for his impact on fostering a contact 
lens culture that enhances patient experiences and 
effective business practices.

Samples joined DMEI in September 2019 as a 
contact lens specialist and fitter. He became a 
Fellow of the Contact Lens Society of America in 
October 2023. In September 2025, he led hands-on 
clinical workshops covering topography, optical 
coherence tomography, radiuscope/lensometry, 
lens insertion and removal, and slit lamp skills at 
DMEI during the CLSA Annual Meeting held in 
Oklahoma City. He is a certified paraoptometric 
technician, and also is certified by National Contact 
Lens Examiners. 

A native of Columbus, Georgia, Samples previously 
worked 18 years with Precision Optical in 
Columbus and was a lead optometric technician 
there with special expertise in contact lenses, 
including “medical fits” for conditions such as 
keratoconus. 

He and his wife, Crystal, have three adult children 
and two grandchildren. 

Scott Samples, FCLSA, NCLE-M, CPOT, 
Honored by the Contact Lens Institute

Scott Samples, FCLSA, NCLE-M, CPOT
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$250,000+
H.A. and Mary K. Chapman Charitable Trust
Children’s Health Foundation
MidFirst Bank
The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation

$100,000 - $249,999
Gloria and Robert E. Anderson, MD, PhD
E.L. and Thelma Gaylord Foundation
Andria and Paul Heafy
Sarkeys Foundation
Stanton L. Young Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
American Macular Degeneration Foundation
David and Kim Rainbolt

$25,000 - $49,999
Betty Jean Griswold Revocable Trust
Peggy J. Kates
Oklahoma City Community Foundation
Robert Glenn Rapp Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
ASCRS Foundation
BancFirst
Jeffrey A. Boomer, MD
The James C. and Teresa K. Day Foundation
Jonathan E. Drummond, MD
Mark and Roxanne Helm
Steven L. Henslee, MD
Chick and Yvonne Hilgenberg Charitable Trust
Kirkpatrick Family Fund
Rebecca K. Morgan, MD
Richard and Gayle Parry
George J. Records
Drs. R. Michael and Rhea Siatkowski
Olive May Steward Fund
Scot A. Sullivan, MD
Elizabeth and James R. Tolbert III

$5,000 - $9,999
Alpha Iota Chapter of Delta Gamma Fraternity
Anonymous
Continental Resources
Inasmuch Foundation
Melody Marcum
McAfee & Taft
James F. McGinnis, PhD
Mr. Larry Nichols
Drs. David and Julie Parke
Polly Stark

$1,000 - $4,999
Evan J. Allan, MD
American Fidelity Foundation
Anonymous
Ray M. Balyeat, MD
Pamela J. Boatwright
Daniel R. Brooks, MD
BTA Oil Producers, LLC
Robert H. Bullington Jr., MD
Dan and Michelle C. Callegan, PhD, FARVO
Angela and Adam A. Carver, MD
Jean and William S. Clifford, MD, MBA
Lana Tolaymat, PhD and Sam S. Dahr, MD
Cynthia A. and Tad Davis
M. Christine DiGiovanni
Robert Dimick
Virginia Eggers Estate
Roger and Joanna Empie
Tricia L. Everest
The Ernest E. Fellers Irrevocable Trust
Marti and Joseph J. Ferretti, PhD
Garyl G. Geist
Leigh and Ben J. Harvey, MD
Cynthia and David Heminger
Sukanya and Joshua F. Hendrix, MD
Kimberly A. Howard
Koda Operating, LLC
Shelly and Gant Lambertz
Aman Mittal, MD
A. Ahmed Nasrullah, MD
Jacquelyn A. O’Banion, MD, MSc and  

Dennis D. O’Banion Jr., MD

2025 ANNUAL DONORS
The following names reflect gifts received by the Dean McGee 
Eye Institute and/or Dean McGee Eye Institute Foundation from 
January 1 through December 31, 2025. They include gifts and 
pledges as well as payments on previous pledges. 

David W. Parke II, MD Circle:  
$250,000 - $499,999

American Macular Degeneration Foundation
Gloria and Robert E. Anderson, MD, PhD

Benefactor:  
$50,000 - $99,999

Jean and William S. Clifford, MD, MBA

Friend:  
$10,000 - $24,999

Penny and Dee A. Replogle Jr.
Mary A. Sherman
Polly Stark

Supporter:  
$5,000 - $9,999

Continental Resources
Allyson D. Schmitt, MD

LIFETIME GIVING 
UPDATES
Please refer to pages 28-30 of DMEI 
InVision, summer/fall 2025, issue 31 
for the lifetime giving list. Based on 
gifts made from September 1, 2025,  
to December 31, 2025, the 
following generous donors 
transitioned to a higher lifetime 
giving level as indicated below:

NEW LIFETIME ACERS 
SOCIETY MEMBERS
Jeffrey A. Boomer, MD 
Jonathan E. Drummond, MD 
Mostafa Khattab, DO
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Reena N. Patel, MD
Helga Fuenfhausen Pizio, MD
James F. Ronk, MD
Siv Brit Saetre, MD and James 

Entwistle Jr.
Richard and Jackie Skuta
Jeremy F. Tan, MD
Judge and Mrs. Ralph G. Thompson
Samuel L. Thomsen, MD
Leland Steve Tippett
Byron N. Wilkes, MD
Casey and G. Rainey Williams Jr.
Judy and Thomas C. Wolf, MD
Mark Wyckoff
Tammy L. Yanovitch, MD, MHSc

$500 - $999
American Fidelity Corporation
Jeff Askew
Jari Askins
Andrew K. Bailey, MD
Denise R. Chamblee, MD
Comcast
Tim Dowd
Jim and Rebecca Durbin
Tedra and Michael Gwartney
Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Harris
Reece A. Hembree
Stephen Jackson
Michael and Syotha Jett
Maria E. Lim, MD and Mark Partridge
Valerie L. Lobodiak, MD
Danielle and Andrew T. Melson, MD
Amalia M. Miranda, MD
Annie Moreau, MD, FACS
James H. Morton
Roberta L. Neaves
Jodi and Alan A. Norman, MD
Andrew R. Osborn, MD
Dale and Mildred Proctor
Penny and Dee A. Replogle Jr.
Kamran M. Riaz, MD and  

Sanaa A. Hameed, MD
Allyson D. Schmitt, MD
Kay and John Shenk
Mary A. Sherman
Andrea and David Siegler, MD
Elise Steinberger, MD, MS
Curtis Towery
Alice and C.P. Wilkinson, MD

$100 - $499
Cheryl  Abney
Anonymous
Brayden R. Barrientez, MD
J. Edward Barth
Charlotte D. Bert
Michael Bourland
Cynthia A. Bradford, MD and  

Reagan H. Bradford Jr., MD
Diane and Kenny Brown
Ashley and John Russell Burks, MD
Thomas Clark
Scott Cravens
Ronald W. Culver
Huong T. Dao
Margaretta R. Dean
Glenda and Steve DeShazo
Susan and Steven H. Dewey, MD
Dilworth Systems, LLC
Valerie Dobbins
Embassy Suites Oklahoma City
Delores A. Emerson
Natalie A. Essary
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Flesher
Jay K. Foertsch
Formentera Operations, Inc.
Dr. Aaron and Lisa Fortney
Bradley Fouraker, MD, FACS
Michelle Garrison
Terri S. Gasaway
Jim and Sandy Grego
Barbara Hall
Ann Halligan
Georgia B. Hathcock
LaVonne F. Holmes
Wilbur House
Syed and Chenfung S. Izfar
Jay C. Johnston, MD
Peppi Kenny
Barbara L. Kerrick
Pamela A. Kingsley and  

Ronald M. Kingsley, MD
Austin L. LaGrow, MD
Linda P. Lambert
Ford and Maxine Lasher
Kok H. Lim, MD and  

Mariam Jaafar Lim, DDS
Jessica L. Lucas, OD, FAAO
Hoang Luong
Brenda J. Madison
Fred W. Marvel

Carly and Shawn McDavid
Michael A. McGrail Jr., MBA
Charles Daniel McGuffey, MD
Robert McLaughlin
Chester L. and Mary M. Miller
Rose and Bruce Moore
Susan Moorman
Michael F. Moroz
Melvin S. Myers
Kaitlyn Noel
Tom F. Parrish
Shital Patil
Bob and Mary Ellen Petricek
Cristal Phares
Phillips 66 Company
Ensa K. Pillow, MD
Wanda J. Plummer
Ronald Plunkett
Range Resources
Darlene Reber
Lena E. Redden
Mark E. Robinson, MD, MPH
Jaime and Ruth Rodriguez
Kyle A. Rogers, MD
Ruth Ann Rose
Sampson Energy Company
Dr. Gregory L. and Anne M. Skuta
Anne Claire Sneed
Arthur M. Stevens
Danny Swanda
Tom A. Thomas Jr. Fund
Valerie Vacek
Vincent D. Venincasa, MD, MBA
Kim and Jerry Wagner
Frances Waters
Weststar Oil & Gas
Andrew A. Wilson, MD
Grant Wright
Sheryl Wright
Betty Jean and Robert P. 

Yuyuenyongwatana, PhD

Up To $99
Ann Acers-Warn, MD, MBA
Ms. Willie Mae Ahdunko
Anonymous
Thomas Ballas
Jimmy Belvin
Pamela Bird
Celeste Blochowiak
MSG (Ret.) Jacci Bowers

Betty Brannan
Mattie and Joseph Carter
Patricia L. Chambers
Hannah M. and Matthew S. Chorost, MD
Paulina Covington
CVR Supply & Trading
Phyliss A. Douglas
Helen Franzone
Sandra Freeman
Dana E. Fuller
James R. Gentry
Gary Goss
James L. Gray
Angel Hang
James D. Harris
Richard Harvey
Joseph W. Herbert
Mattie L. Herrod
Jennifer A. Hooper
Jack W. Hunter
Catherine L. Hurst
Shirley A. Johnson
Sharon and William Johnston
Patricia and Edwin Kerley
Patricia A. Kuschel
Lance Ruffel Oil and Gas Corp.
Linda and Randy Landis
Mary Kate Lingreen
Juana and Baltazar Lopez
MacLaskey, Kelly Oilfield Services, Inc.
Louella M. McAfee
Linda McFadden
Gail D. Meltzner
Suresh and Kusum Naik
Sharon Neuwald
Lynda L. Nolen
Sadruddin Panjwani
John M. Paschal and Billy D. Paschal
Suzanne C. Paul
Joanne Rackley
Margaret B. Raymond
Pamela G. Rials
Rhonda and Leonard Robinson
Sherry Lynn Staggs
Louis F. Strickland
Doris Swaim
Trivestco Energy Company
Eva Delores Watley
Karen S. Weddle
James R. Willis
Karen J. Wright
XTO Energy
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Martin-Paul Agbaga, PhD
Associate Professor 
Departments of Ophthalmology and Cell Biology

OKLAHOMA CENTER FOR ADULT STEM CELL RESEARCH
• Total Support: $84,000
• �Title: Understanding Energy Metabolomics Changes in Retinal Development and 

Degeneration Using Retinal Organoids
• Date: June 2025 - December 2025

AMERICAN MACULAR DEGENERATION FOUNDATION
• Total Support: $50,000
• �Title: Translating Our Current Understanding of ELOVL4 Function into Potential 

Therapy for STGD3
• Date: January 2026 - June 2026

Michelle C. Callegan, PhD, FARVO
Professor
Departments of Ophthalmology and Microbiology/Immunology

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH R56 GRANT
• Total Support: $717,000
• Title: Cloaking Devices in Bacterial Ocular Infections
• Date: September 2025 - August 2027

PRESBYTERIAN HEALTH FOUNDATION
• Total Support: $180,087
• Title: Enhancing Cellular Analysis in Vision and Immunology Research
• Date: October 2025 - September 2026

New Vision Research Grants Awarded

10th Annual Robert E. Anderson, MD, PhD Lecture
Thursday, September 17, 2026
19th Annual OU Vision Workshop
Friday, September 18, 2026
Tullos O. Coston, MD Lecture Hall, OU Health Dean McGee Eye Institute, Acers Pavilion, Fifth Floor 

Bela Anand-Apte, MBBS, PhD, MBA   
Chair of Ophthalmic Research
Cole Eye Institute
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Professor of Ophthalmology and Molecular  

Medicine

Llura and Gordon Gund Endowed Chair in 
Ophthalmology Research

Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine at
Case Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

SAVE THE DATE
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Michelle C. Callegan, PhD , FARVO 
Vice Chair for Basic and Translational Research 

The OU Vision Club is proud to host visits and seminars by local, national, and international experts in vision 
research. The Vision Club Seminar Series is held at the OU Health Dean McGee Eye Institute and is sponsored 
by DMEI and the Dean McGee Department of Ophthalmology at the University of Oklahoma Health Campus. 

Research Seminar Series

DECEMBER 4, 2025 
Michael F. Chiang, MD
Director, National Eye Institute 

DMEI 50th Anniversary  
Special Seminar

Artificial Intelligence, Data 
Science, and Clinical Medicine:  
Perspectives from the NEI

FEBRUARY 12, 2026 
Yuye Ling, PhD
Associate Professor, School of Electrical and Computer 

Engineering, University of Oklahoma - Norman
The Computational and Intelligent Future of Optical 
Coherence Tomography

JANUARY 29, 2026   
Hunter Porter, PhD
T32 Vision Training Grant Postdoctoral Fellow
Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation
Looking Through the Eye: AI Models of Ocular Data for 
Systemic Disease

MARCH 26, 2026 
Kevin M. Brown, PhD
Assistant Professor, Department of Microbiology and 

Immunology, University of Oklahoma Health Campus
Modeling Ocular Toxoplasmosis: Connecting Parasite 
Biology to Retinal Disease

Recent Events:

From left to right: Martin-Paul Agbaga, PhD, Michael 
Chiang, MD, and R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA, 
during the DMEI 50th Anniversary Celebration 
Dinner held on December 4 at the Petroleum Club in 
Oklahoma City. Dr. Chiang, the NEI director, was a 
featured speaker during the event.
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18th Annual OU Vision Workshop an d 9th Annual Anderson Lectureship
THE 18TH ANNUAL 
UNIVERSITY OF 
OKLAHOMA VISION 
WORKSHOP was held 
October 2-3, 2025, in 
the Tullos O. Coston, 
MD Lecture Hall at 
the OU Health Dean 
McGee Eye Institute. 
The keynote speaker 
and Ninth Annual 
Robert E. Anderson, 

MD, PhD Lecturer was John S. Penn, PhD. His 
October 2 Anderson Lecture was titled, “The 
Roles of Lipid Mediators in Diabetes-Induced 
Retinal Vascular Inflammation.”

Dr. Penn is a distinguished researcher with 
work spanning retinal vascular inflammation, 
angiogenesis, lipid signaling, and in vivo 
biomarker 6 imaging. He pioneered a rat model 
of retinopathy of prematurity, which revealed 
the essential role of variable oxygen exposure 
in neovascularization. He is currently the 
Knights Templar Eye Foundation Endowed 
Director and Professor of Ophthalmology 
and Visual Sciences, Cell and Developmental 
Biology, Molecular Physiology and Biophysics, 
and Medical Education and Administration 
at Vanderbilt University Medical Center in 
Nashville, Tennessee. He translates his research 
into the clinic as the founder and chief scientific 
officer of the Vanderbilt Ophthalmic Contract 
Research Organization. He also serves as a 
scientific advisor to the Board of Trustees of 
Research to Prevent Blindness and as a member 
of the BrightFocus Foundation Board of 
Directors.

Dr. Penn earned his PhD in molecular biophysics 
at Florida State University in Tallahassee. He 
then joined the Cullen Eye Institute of the Baylor 
College of Medicine as a postdoctoral fellow with 
Dr. Robert E. “Gene” Anderson for two years 
before becoming faculty there in 1986. He was 
then recruited as the founding director of the 
Arkansas Center for Eye Research at the Jones 
Eye Institute of the University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences in 1989, where he achieved his 
first tenured position.

Dr. Penn moved to Vanderbilt University in 1998 
as the director of research in ophthalmology. 
He went on to serve in many roles, including 
vice chair of ophthalmology and visual sciences, 
assistant dean for faculty development, and 
associate dean for faculty affairs, for a combined 
15 years. He has published over 100 papers, 
received consistent National Institutes of Health 
funding for over 30 years, and now works 
primarily with industry partners performing 
translational research. His translational work has 
earned him inventorship of three patents.

John S. Penn, PhD 
2025 Anderson Lecturer

Pictured (left to right) are OU Vision Workshop awardees Drs. Eric 
Ma, Lily Wu, and Hunter Porter and graduate student Jennifer 
Ballheim.28
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In addition to his research success, Dr. 
Penn has mentored 18 of his own graduate 
students and nearly 200 mentees spanning 
undergraduates, graduate students, 
postdoctoral fellows, and faculty members. His 
wealth of experience from preclinical models to 
translational industry partnerships underscores 
his broad impact on vision science and has 
established him as an exemplar of what medical 
researchers can achieve.

More on the OU Vision Workshop

Ten vision research trainees presented their 
work in oral presentations on October 3. 
Before the trainee presentations, Dr. Penn 
delivered a career development lecture at the 
workshop titled, “The Importance of Portfolio 
Diversification in Vision Research Funding.”

To cap the two-day event, a celebratory awards 
dinner was held at The Lume in downtown 
Oklahoma City. Postdoctoral fellow and T32 
Vision Training Grant fellow Dr. Hunter Porter 
from Dr. Jonathan Wren’s laboratory at the 
Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation won 
the Anderson Award for Best Presentation; 
Dr. Eric Ma, a postdoctoral fellow from Dr. 
Courtney Griffin’s lab at OMRF, received the 
Dr. Wei Cao Innovation Award; and Dr. Lily 
Wu, a postdoctoral fellow from Dr. Martin-
Paul Agbaga’s lab, earned the DMEI Promising 
Research Award. Dr. Ma also won the abstract 
book cover photo competition, while Jennifer 
D. Ballheim, a graduate student from Dr. 
Michael H. Elliott’s lab, received the Junior 
Vision Research Club Leadership Award. 

18th Annual OU Vision Workshop an d 9th Annual Anderson Lectureship

Anderson Award 
winner Dr. Hunter 
Porter presenting 
at the OU Vision 
Workshop.

Cao Innovator 
Award winner 
Dr. Eric Ma 
addresses the OU 
Vision Workshop 
attendees.

Promising Research 
Awardee Dr. Lily 
Wu presenting 
at the OU Vision 
Workshop on 
October 3.

Junior Vision 
Research Club 
Leadership Award 
winner Jennifer D. 
Ballheim speaking 
at the OU Vision 
Workshop.
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Dr. Feng Li Retires as Research Instructor 
and Receives 2026 Miranda Award

FENG LI, MD, MPH, 
MS, HAS HAD A 
SPECIAL INTEREST 
IN INVESTIGATING 
the efficacy of 
pharmaceutical agents 
on the prevention of 
retinal degenerations, 
the relative sensitivity 
of different models 
of acute and chronic 
light stress, and 
the application 
of non-invasive 
diagnostic techniques, 

including optical coherence tomography and 
electroretinography, to measure retinal structure 
and function in models of retinal degeneration.

Dr. Li began her educational pathway in her 
native China, receiving her medical degree in 
1982 from Fujian Medical University in Fuzhou, 
China, where she subsequently completed an 
ophthalmology residency in 1986 and worked as 
a general ophthalmologist for four years before 
emigrating to North America in 1990. She later 
earned three master’s degrees, one from the 
University of Sherbrooke in Quebec, Canada, in 
1994 and two from the University of Oklahoma 
College of Public Health in 2001 and 2006, 
respectively. Dr. Li also pursued postdoctoral 
research opportunities at the University of 
California, San Francisco, and OU Health 
Sciences Center before becoming a research 
instructor at OU in 2002 and later, a system 

manager and core systems analyst. She has co-
authored more than 30 scientific publications.

Dr. Li’s late husband, Wei Cao, MD, PhD, who 
was an assistant professor and accomplished 
vision scientist in the OU Department of 
Ophthalmology, passed away in 2007. They 
have two sons, Dr. Hans Cao, a hospital-based 
physician (hospitalist) in Orlando, Florida, and 
Steven Cao, a computer scientist in New York City.

On May 30, Dr. Li was honored with the fifth 
Amalia M. Miranda, MD Award during the annual 
Acers Society reception. This award is supported by 
a gift from the late Paul Silverstein, MD, in honor 
of his wife, Amalia M. Miranda, MD.

Dr. Miranda is a highly respected Oklahoma 
City comprehensive ophthalmologist who is a 
past president of the Oklahoma Academy of 
Ophthalmology, past Oklahoma Councilor to the 
American Academy of Ophthalmology, an AAO 
Guest of Honor in 2017, and the recipient of the 
OAO Distinguished Service Award in 2017.

The Amalia M. Miranda, MD Award honors an 
individual associated with the OU Health Dean 
McGee Eye Institute/University of Oklahoma 
Dean McGee Department of Ophthalmology 
who, like Dr. Miranda, received his/her 
undergraduate, graduate, and/or postgraduate 
education/ training outside of the United 
States or Canada and who has made important 
contributions to patient care and/or vision 
research. 

Feng Li, MD, MPH, MS
Research Instructor, System 

Manager, and Core  
Systems Analyst 

Dean McGee Department of 
Ophthalmology

invisions: research
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RESEARCH FACULTY—DEAN MCGEE DEPARTMENT OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

Martin-Paul Agbaga, PhD
Robert E. Anderson, MD, PhD*
Lea D. Bennett, PhD
Faizah Bhatti, MD
Kevin M. Brown, PhD

Michelle C. Callegan, PhD, FARVO
Daniel J.J. Carr, PhD, FARVO*
Ana J. Chucair-Elliott, PhD
Phillip S. Coburn, PhD
Michael H. Elliott, PhD, FARVO

Yun Le, PhD
Raju V.S. Rajala, PhD
Jody Summers, PhD, FARVO

* Professor Emeritus

Ammaji Rajala, University of Oklahoma 
Health Campus Research Assistant II, and Raju 
V. S. Rajala,  PhD, M.G. McCool Professor of 
Ophthalmology, during the Dean McGee Eye 
Institute 50th Anniversary celebration at the 
Petroleum Club in Oklahoma City on December 
4, 2025

Dan and Michelle C. Callegan, 
PhD, FARVO, Dean McGee 
Professor of Ophthalmology 
and Vice Chair for Basic and 
Translational Research, at the 
celebration dinner honoring 
the Dean McGee Eye Institute’s 
50 years.

Left to right: Ana J. Chucair-Elliott, PhD, assistant 
professor of ophthalmology, Michael F. Chiang, 
MD, director of National Eye Institute, Martin-
Paul Agbaga, PhD, associate professor of cell 
biology and ophthalmology, Robert E. Anderson, 
MD, PhD, George Lynn Cross Research Professor 
Emeritus, and Gloria Anderson.

IN AUGUST 2025, Dean McGee Department of 
Ophthalmology scientists and physician leaders were 
honored to meet with Jayanta “Jay” Bhattacharya, MD, 
PhD (third from right), director of the National Institutes 
of Health, at the now OU Heath Dean McGee Eye Institute 
as part of his University of Oklahoma Health Campus 
tour. The DMEI visit, which was arranged by Oklahoma 
Congresswoman Stephanie I. Bice (center), provided Dr. 
Bhattacharya and Representative Bice with an opportunity 
to learn of the department’s and its vision scientists’ 
accomplishments through the support of the National Eye 
Institute. Discussions included the importance of the NEI 
within the NIH structure, the value of both clinical and basic 
science grants to the department, institute, and OU Health 
Campus, and the necessity of sustainable funding as well as 
a fair overhead structure to maintain forward momentum in 
vision and all research.  31



THE 33RD ANNUAL WALTER J. STARK, SR. 
MEMORIAL LECTURE WAS DELIVERED 
by Christopher J. Rapuano, MD, in the Tullos O. 
Coston, MD Lecture Hall at the now OU Health 
Dean McGee Eye Institute on September 29, 
2025. His presentation was titled, “Protecting 
Your Patients, Protecting Yourself - What I’ve 
Learned from the Medical Malpractice World.” 

Dr. Rapuano currently serves as the president 
of the American Academy of Ophthalmology 
and was president-elect at the time of the 
Stark Lecture. He has served on many AAO 
committees, including chairing the Cornea 
Preferred Practice Patterns Committee. He is 

currently a member of the Board of Trustees 
for the AAO and the American Society of 
Ophthalmic Trauma. From 2019 to 2024, he 
was the AAO’s senior secretary for clinical 
education, which oversees over a dozen 
committees, including the Basic and Clinical 
Science Course, the Ophthalmic Knowledge 
Assessment Program, and the Resident 
Education Committee as well as the ONE 
Network and EyeNet. Dr. Rapuano is also on the 
Board of Directors of the Ophthalmic Mutual 
Insurance Company and chairs OMIC’s Claims 
Committee.

Originally from northern New Jersey, Dr. 
Rapuano joined the Cornea Service at Wills 
Eye Hospital in Philadelphia in 1991 after his 
undergraduate education at Brown University, 
medical school at Columbia University, 
residency at Wills Eye Hospital, and cornea 
fellowship at the University of Iowa. Dr. 
Rapuano is a nationally and internationally 
recognized expert in corneal diseases. He 
has published several textbooks, numerous 
book chapters, and over 275 articles in 
the peer-reviewed literature on corneal 
diseases, refractive surgery, and excimer laser 
phototherapeutic keratectomy (PTK) surgery. 
He holds the Peter and Ruth Laibson Cornea 
Service Chief Endowed Chair, is currently the 
director of the Cornea Service at Wills Eye 

THE 33RD ANNUAL WALTER J. STARK 
M E M O R I A L  L E C T U R E S H I P

Christopher J. Rapuano, MD (second from left) with Walter J. 
Stark family members (right) and R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, 
MBA (left), University of Oklahoma Dean McGee Department 
of Ophthalmology chair, during the morning reception 
following the 33rd Annual Walter J. Stark Sr. Memorial Lecture
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Andrew T. Melson, MD 
Residency Program Director

Hospital, and is professor of ophthalmology at 
the Sidney Kimmell Medical College at Thomas 
Jefferson University.

During residency, Dr. Rapuano co-authored a 
best-selling reference text in ophthalmology, 
The Wills Eye Manual, which is currently in its 
ninth edition. He is also the series editor for the 
Wills Eye Color Atlas Series, which is in its fourth 
edition.

Dr. Rapuano has received the AAO Achievement 
Award, Senior Achievement Award, Life 
Achievement Honor Award, and four Secretariat 

Awards. He is a consultant to the Food and Drug 
Administration Ophthalmic Devices Panel; 
serves on the editorial board of several peer-
reviewed ophthalmology journals, including 
Cornea, American Journal of Ophthalmology Case 
Reports, and Eye and Contact Lens; and was the 
editor-in-chief of the Yearbook of Ophthalmology 
for over a decade. He is a past president of the 
Cornea Society and a member of the American 
Ophthalmological Society. 

Dr. Rapuano and his wife, Sara, have four 
children and two grandchildren and live in the 
Philadelphia suburbs. 

Dr. Rapuano (left center) pictured with DMEI residents, Dr. Andrew T. Melson (left), DMEI/OU residency program director, 
and neuro-ophthalmology fellow Dr. Adam R. Bleeker (second from left) during the reception.

SAVE THE DATE: Monday, October 19, 2026
THE 34TH ANNUAL WALTER J. STARK MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP
8:30 am–9:30 am • Tullos O. Coston, MD Lecture Hall

Stephen D. McLeod, MD
Chief Executive Officer
American Academy of Ophthalmology
Professor and Chair Emeritus
Department of Ophthalmology
University of California, San Francisco 
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Medical Student Education
The medical student education program at the 
OU Health Dean McGee Eye Institute offers 
a dynamic, immersive learning experience 
that supports students from their first days 
in medical school through their transition 
into residency. The curriculum spans first- to 
fourth-year medical students (MS1s to MS4s), 
beginning with engaging preclinical Patient-
Aligned Learning Sessions (PALS), which are 
small-group, case-based discussions that help 
students apply foundational science to real 
clinical scenarios. These interactive sessions, 
paired with ophthalmic skills workshops, spark 
early interest and confidence in examining the 
eye and understanding vision science.
As students progress, they can explore the 
specialty through two-week ophthalmology 
selectives, or dive deeper with four-week 
electives (sub-internships) that offer hands-on 
clinical exposure, mentorship, and insight into 
the practice of ophthalmology. Graduates of the 
University of Oklahoma College of Medicine 
consistently achieve strong success in the 
ophthalmology residency match, reflecting the 
quality of teaching and dedication of the faculty.
Beyond coursework, OU students engage 
in a vibrant Ophthalmology Interest Group 
that leads lectures, workshops, research 
opportunities, and free community service 
events, providing eye exams, screenings, and 
glasses to uninsured Oklahomans. DMEI and 
OU are also among the few educational centers 
nationwide that offer access to the EYEsi Direct 

Ophthalmoscope Simulator, enabling students 
to practice ophthalmoscopy in a realistic, low-
risk environment. This cutting-edge tool is 
incorporated into teaching at every level of the 
medical school curriculum. In addition, OU 
students recently established a glasses repository, 
housed in the DMEI library, to support 
community outreach efforts and expand access 
to affordable eyewear.

Resident Education
The integration of DMEI and the Department 
of Ophthalmology into the OU Health system 
represents a meaningful step forward for the 
ophthalmology residency program and the 
patients we serve. As part of a unified academic 
health system, our residents now benefit from 
closer alignment with the broader clinical and 
educational infrastructure of OU Health. For 
trainees, this expanded network enhances 
multidisciplinary exposure to complex pathology 
and provides greater continuity of care across 
inpatient and outpatient settings, reinforcing 
the program’s commitment to comprehensive, 
patient-centered ophthalmic training. 
This integration also builds naturally upon the 
transition of the postgraduate year 1 (PGY-1) 
intern experience into the OU Health system 
four years ago. That change embedded our 
residents within rotations across multiple 
services throughout the campus, including 
internal medicine, neurology, trauma surgery, 
and other core specialties. Deepening these 
ties with the rest of the hospital system early 

Dean McGee Department of Ophthalmology 
Medical Student Education and 
Residency Program Update
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in training fosters stronger interdisciplinary 
relationships and a better understanding of how 
ophthalmology interfaces with the broader health 
system. The current integration represents a 
logical continuation of that effort, further aligning 
our training environment with the full spectrum 
of care delivered across OU Health. 

This evolution also positions the residency 
program to benefit from the centralized resources 
of a much larger health care system. OU Health’s 
significant investments in clinical infrastructure, 
technology, and academic support will help 
strengthen both the educational environment and 
the delivery of patient care. Residents will train in 
a system that prioritizes innovation, data-driven 
practice/quality improvement, patient safety, and 
interprofessional collaboration, preparing them 
for leadership roles in modern health systems. 

Dean McGee Department of Ophthalmology 
Medical Student Education and 
Residency Program Update

46th Annual Tullos O. Coston, MD 
Lecture (May 30) 
J. Timothy Stout, MD, PhD, MBA

Senior Secretary for Clinical Education
American Academy of Ophthalmology
Sid W. Richardson Professor
Margarett Root Brown Chair
Department of Ophthalmology
Director, Cullen Eye Institute
Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas

THREE DMEI RESIDENTS TO PURSUE FELLOWSHIPS
Three of the OU Health Dean McGee Eye Institute/University of Oklahoma’s five senior (PGY-4) 
residents will be pursuing ophthalmology subspecialty training as fellows during the 2026-2027 
academic year. Congratulations to Dr. Ethan P. Adre, who will continue his training at OU Health DMEI/
OU, and Drs. Deanna H. Dang and Manish F. “Max” Harrigill, who will enter fellowships in Utah and 
Georgia, respectively.

Ethan P. Adre, MD
Cornea, External Disease, and 

Refractive Surgery Fellowship
OU Health Dean McGee Eye Institute
University of Oklahoma
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Deanna H. Dang, MD
Glaucoma Fellowship
Moran Eye Center
University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah

Manish F. “Max” Harrigill, MD 
Vitreoretinal Surgery Fellowship
Emory Eye Center
Emory University
Atlanta, Georgia

OU Health DMEI Ophthalmology  
Symposium 2026  
50th Annual OU/Dean McGee 
Department of Ophthalmology 
Resident and Alumni Meeting 

Friday/Saturday, May 29–30, 2026
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NOVEMBER 10, 2025
Carla J. Siegfried, MD
Jacquelyn E. and Allan E. Kolker, MD Distinguished 

Professor of Ophthalmology
Vice Chair of Diversity, Equity, and Professionalism
John F. Hardesty, MD Department of Ophthalmology 

and Visual Sciences 
Washington University School of Medicine
St. Louis, Missouri

PRESENTATION: “Balancing Practice 
Efficiency with Patient Communication 
and Trust: Who’s Listening?”

MARCH 16, 2026
Rukhsana G. Mirza, MD
Vice Chair of Faculty Affairs, Department of 

Ophthalmology
Ryan-Pusateri Professor
Professor of Ophthalmology and Medical Education
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine
Chicago, Illinois

PRESENTATION: “Optical Coherence 
Tomography Angiography Principles and 
Applications to Systemic Health”

SEPTEMBER 15, 2025
Terri L. Young, MD, MBA, FARVO, FAOS
Chair, Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, 

University of Wisconsin - Madison
Peter A. Duehr Distinguished Professor of Ophthalmology
Professor of Pediatrics
Professor of Medical Genetics
Member, McPherson Eye Research Institute
President, Association of University Professors of Ophthalmology
President-Elect, Association for Research in Vision and 

Ophthalmology

PRESENTATION: “The National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine Focus on 
Myopia: Pathogenesis and Rising Incidence”

Dr. Terri L. Young (second from right) is pictured with Michelle C. Callegan, 
PhD (left), DMEI/OU’s vice chair for basic and translational research, R. 
Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA (second from left), University of Oklahoma 
Dean McGee Department of Ophthalmology chair, Jody Summers, PhD 
(middle), Department of Cell Biology, and Andrew T. Melson, MD (right), 
DMEI/OU’s residency program director, during the morning reception with 
DMEI/OU residents, fellows, and faculty.

Dr. Carla J. Siegfried (center in dark jacket) is pictured with DMEI/OU residents, 
R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA (left), ophthalmology department chair, and 
Andrew T. Melson, MD (back right), DMEI/OU’s residency program director, during 
the Monday morning reception.

Dr. Rukhsana G. Mirza (third from left) is pictured with DMEI/OU ophthalmology 
residents, Andrew T. Melson, MD (second from left), DMEI/OU residency program 
director, and Tammy L. Yanovitch, MD, MHSc (left), DMEI/OU director of medical 
student education. 

MASONIC CHARITY FOUNDATION 
OF OKLAHOMA DISTINGUISHED 
LECTURE SERIES
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STARTING IN JANUARY 2026, 
THE DEAN MCGEE EYE INSTITUTE 
ENTERED A FORMAL INTEGRATION 
WITH OU HEALTH. WITH THE 
ACQUISITION, OU HEALTH WILL 
OPERATE DMEI CLINICS AND 
OPERATING ROOM SERVICES.

“We are very excited moving forward. There’s 
going to be a lot of synergy that’s going to help 
us do what we do even better and with more 

resources,” said R. Michael Siatkowski, MD, MBA, 
Edward L. Gaylord professor and chair of the 
Dean McGee Department of Ophthalmology in 
the University of Oklahoma College of Medicine. 
“The integration will help us to be more effective in 
caring for the people of our city and our state.”

OU Health, Oklahoma’s flagship academic health 
system, has signed agreements to acquire DMEI, a 
nationally recognized freestanding eye institute that 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in a well-attended 
event at the Petroleum Club in Oklahoma City on 
December 4, exactly 50 years after its dedication 

Honoring a 
Half Century:
Charting the Path 
to Our Next Fifty
DEAN MCGEE EYE INSTITUTE  

IS NOW OU HEALTH DEAN  
MCGEE EYE INSTITUTE
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ceremony on December 4, 1975. The acquisition 
created the OU Health Dean McGee Eye Institute, 
strengthening a longstanding relationship with 
OU and OU Health, advancing DMEI’s role in the 
academic health mission, and honoring its legacy 
in eye care, research, and education.

Leaders from OU Health, DMEI, and OU spent 
many months discussing and planning the 
integration, which was finalized effective January 
1, 2026. This next chapter builds on DMEI’s 50-
year affiliation with OU and the OU College of 
Medicine Department of Ophthalmology, which 
is now named the Dean McGee Department 
of Ophthalmology. The transition reinforces 
a shared commitment to academic medicine: 
delivering exceptional patient care, advancing 
research, and training the next generation of 
physicians and health professionals.

By bringing DMEI into the academic health 
system, OU Health will strengthen the 
foundation of eye care in Oklahoma and position 
DMEI, under the support and leadership of OU 
Health, to drive innovation, expand access, and 
set new standards of excellence in vision health.

“As Oklahoma’s 
flagship 
academic health 
system, OU Health is dedicated to advancing 
health care excellence for all Oklahomans,” said 
Richard P. Lofgren, MD, MPH, president and 
chief executive officer of OU Health since 2022. 
“By acquiring Dean McGee, we are ensuring that 
its 50-year legacy of distinguished eye care not 
only endures but thrives under the strength and 
stability of OU Health. Joining the health system 
secures the institute’s future and reinforces 
its leadership in innovation that will benefit 
generations to come. Together, we are expanding 
our mission to deliver exceptional care, foster 
groundbreaking discoveries, and serve our 
communities with unwavering excellence.”

Dr. Lofgren will retire as 
president and CEO of OU 
Health effective June 30, 
2026. He will be succeeded 
in these roles by Jonathan 
W. Curtright, MBA, MHA, 
the current chief operating 
officer at OU Health and 
former CEO of University 
of Missouri Health Care in 
Columbia.

The Dean McGee Department of 
Ophthalmology in the OU College of Medicine 
will continue to train future ophthalmologists 
and other physicians through robust residency, 
fellowship, and medical student educational 
programs and to conduct research and clinical 

Dr. R. Michael 
Siatkowski speaks 
at the Dean McGee 
Eye Institute 
50th Anniversary 
celebration held on 
December 4 at the 
Petroleum Club in 
Oklahoma City.

Dr. Richard P. 
Lofgren celebrates 
the OU Health/
DMEI partnership 
on December 4.

Jonathan W. Curtright, 
MBA, MHA 
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trials that advance the science and innovation 
of eye care. As part of the acquisition, the OU 
Health Dean McGee Eye Institute will support 
these programs, creating a unified, mission-
driven structure to enhance quality and 
outcomes. For more information about medical 
student and residency education, please see 
pages 34-35.

“With the recent 
integration into OU 
Health, the reach and 
vision of our educational 
mission are expanding 
in transformative ways,” 
said Tammy L. Yanovitch, 
MD, MHSc, DMEI 
Alumni Clinical Professor 
(please see pages 8-9) 
and director of medical 
student education. “Now 
that we are partnering with OU Health, we are 
entering a new era of growth and possibility,” she 
continued. “We have the support and alignment 
to launch initiatives that will deeply strengthen 
our impact—expanding our free community 
clinics to include pediatric patients and creating 
opportunities for students to participate in a 

global ophthalmology initiative. I am profoundly 
grateful for OU Health’s commitment to our 
learners. This partnership is helping us broaden 
our reach, elevate our mission, and inspire 
future ophthalmologists to serve with skill, 
compassion, and purpose.” 

Andrew T. Melson, MD, James P. Luton, MD 
Associate Professor (please see page 6) and 

residency program 
director, added, 
“Importantly, being part 
of OU Health ensures 
long-term institutional 
support for the mission 
of the Dean McGee Eye 
Institute: advancing 
patient care, education, 
and research while 
expanding access to 
high-quality ophthalmic 

services across Oklahoma and the surrounding 
region.”

Integration efforts have also focused on provider 
and staff alignment as team members joined OU 
Health. As part of the agreement, OU Health 
acquired DMEI’s clinical operations — including 

Dr. Tammy Yanovitch (center), director of medical student 
education, with OU medical students at the Remote Area Medical 
outreach event in Enid, Oklahoma, on July 12-13, 2025. The team 
saw over 160 uninsured or underinsured patients, providing free 
eye exams and glasses. 

Dr. Andrew Melson (right) pictured with the DMEI/OU 
ophthalmology residency class of 2025.

We have the support 
and alignment to launch 
initiatives that will deeply 
strengthen our impact...
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within our academic 
health system through 
stronger positioning 
of clinical excellence, 
education, and a 
commitment to 
changing lives through 
discovery and healing,” 
said Ian F. Dunn, MD, 
FACS, FAANS, chief 
physician executive 
for OU Health and 
executive dean for 
the OU College of 
Medicine. “This step enhances our ability to 
deliver leading-edge eye care and train the next 
generation of ophthalmologists.”

DMEI providers work closely with OU Health’s 
trauma, diabetes, cancer, neurologic, and 
pediatric care programs. DMEI’s specialized 
surgical and diagnostic expertise supports these 
multidisciplinary programs, enhancing patient 
outcomes across complex conditions.

“This integration represents a natural evolution 
of the relationships between the Dean McGee 
Eye Institute, OU Health, and the OU College of 
Medicine. We have a shared purpose to deliver 
on the three-part mission of education, research, 
and clinical care. Becoming part of OU Health 
will solidify and amplify this mission,” said Dr. 
Siatkowski. 

at its flagship OU Health campus location, three 
Oklahoma City metro satellite clinics, and a 
Lawton site — ensuring that patients continue 
to receive seamless care from their trusted 
providers at these locations.

“The Dean McGee 
Eye Institute is one of 
Oklahoma’s, and the 
nation’s, most elite 
centers of ophthalmic 
care and training. 
It was an honor to 
have led its Board of 
Directors for over a 
decade. I am excited for 
the mission to continue 
for many more years 
as part of OU Health,” 

said David E. Rainbolt, chair of the DMEI Board 
of Directors since 2013 and executive chairman 
of BancFirst.

Ownership of the DMEI buildings and real 
estate will be transferred to the Dean McGee 
Eye Institute Foundation. The OU Health Dean 
McGee Eye Institute and the Dean McGee 
Department of Ophthalmology will continue 
to occupy the buildings, and the foundation 
will continue with its charitable mission to 
support the Dean McGee Department of 
Ophthalmology.

“By formalizing the alignment of Dean McGee 
into OU Health, we are elevating specialty care 

feature focus

Dean McGee Department
of Ophthalmology

David E. Rainbolt
Executive Chairman
BancFirst

Ian F. Dunn, MD, FACS, FAANS
OU Health / OU College of 

Medicine
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last look

Without change there is no 
innovation, creativity, or 
incentive for improvement.

– William Pollard
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The OU Health Dean McGee Eye Institute and Dean McGee 
Department of Ophthalmology are dedicated to serving all 
Oklahomans and the global community through excellence and 
leadership in patient care, education, and vision research.

www.dmei.org

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
OKLA. CITY, OK 
PERMIT NO. 853

608 Stanton L. Young Blvd. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Please notify us at 405.271.7801 if you 
wish to be removed from our mailing list.

inside this issue:
Global Eye Care Update — p. 10

Castle Connolly OU Health Dean  
McGee Eye Institute 2026 Accolades — p. 15 

New Vision Research Grants Awarded — p. 26

Dean McGee Department
of Ophthalmology


